The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
’/‘\\\ an Open and Affirming Congregation

] Providing o nurturing, safe, and affirming community for all people to flourish
/ in God'’s love, justice, and peace!

408 W. 23rd Street Austin, TX 78705

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for July 12, 2026
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
For Your Meditation

| have no objection to churches so long as they do not interfere with
God's work. (Brooks Atkinson in Once Around the Sun, 1951)

WELCOME AND CENTERING Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Bridge Interim
PRELUDE On Wings of Song F. Mendelssohn
EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

The Congregational Forum regarding the redevelopment of this
property and its prospects will begin after worship today, shortly
following Joys and Concerns. The Forum will continue over zoom, to
include our beloveds in the virtual congregation. Lunch will be served
on site while we prepare for this meeting.

*HYMN OF CELEBRATION Rejoice You Pure In Heart NCH 55

*CALL TO WORSHIP by David Adams Pam Tucker and All
Dear God, open our eyes to your presence
Open our minds to your grace
Open our lips to your praises
Open our hearts to your love
Open our lives to your healing
And be found among us.



OPENING PRAYER Pam Tucker
SIGNS OF PEACE Pam Tucker

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with
our neighbors here around us and online.

HEBREW BIBLE READING Pam Tucker
Psalm 119: 105-112 (NRSVUE translation)

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

106 | have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
to observe your righteous ordinances.

107 am severely afflicted;
give me life, Adonai, according to your word.

108 Accept my offerings of praise, Adonai,
and teach me your ordinances.

109] hold my life in my hand continually,
but | do not forget your law.

110 The wicked have laid a snare for me,
but | do not stray from your precepts.

M Your decrees are my heritage forever;
they are the joy of my heart.

12| incline my heart to perform your statutes
forever, to the end.

HYMN OF REFLECTION What Is This Place GTG 404
GOSPEL LESSON Pam Tucker
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 (NRSVUE translation)



That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the
seda. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got info a
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the

beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds
fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 3 Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But
when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty. ?1If you have ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 1Y When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what
was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground,
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it
with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a
while, and when frouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it
yields nothing. 2 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears
fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
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REFLECTION “Jesus, Spirit, and Dirt” Rev. Christine
SPECIAL MUSIC “Wave” (A.C. Jobim) Maggi Tucker
Sharing Holy Communion
INVITATION Rev. Christine

Jesus said: “l am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not
hunger; you who believe in me shall never thirst.”

Communion is a way of being with each other that reminds us
that we participate in the Christ: that in whatever way our
faith guides us, we become part of the ongoing resurrection
of hope and faith.

Ours is an open table, and we invite all who wish to come.

The cup we pour is alcohol free.

Most will take by intinction, dipping the unleavened bread in the
cup.

Over here is a gluten free alternative to share.

We also offer a symbolic but equally valid communion with a
blessing you can request in this way.

After the blessing of the elements, we will serve the musicians first
and the deacons and | will serve each other.

So that we may then serve all of you by saying,
“Come... for all things are ready!”

And you'll be guided up the aisle and can go out the side aisles.

Won't you pray with me now?



Pastoral Prayer and Blessing of the Elements

Holy loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the
farthest star, we thank you for your constant love.

Holy, holy, holy God of love and maijesty,
the whole creation speaks of your glory.

We thank you for all that sustains our lives...for all the people who
have followed ways of life and truth... and especially for Jesus Christ,
whom you sent from your own being to show us the way to the reign
of heaven. Amen.

SERVING OF BREAD AND CUP Rev Christine, Pam Tucker, Kay Pruett
COMMUNION MUsSIC Andante Religioso J. Hollman
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING and THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Christine

Holy God, we thank you for this meal shared in community, the love
we share within and beyond our community, and the chance to be
of service to you for our own spiritual growth and for the greater
good. Hear us now as we pray the prayer that Jesus has taught
disciples to pray—with words that each of us find familiar—saying
together:

Our Father/Mother/Creator in heaven, holy is Your Name.
Your kingdom come; Your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
for Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever: Amen.



INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Pam Tucker

All are invited at this time to bring their offerings of financial gifts in
support of the ministries of this church and place them in the offering
plate.

Also, prayer requests may be left in the offering plate as well. There
are cards for that purpose in the back of the sanctuary.

... You may also wish to come to the table under the prayer net, to
tie a prayer ribbon with the others in the net, o remember that God
holds all the prayers of creation together in God's love.

... You may also wish to dip your fingers in the baptismal bowl on the
table nearby and anoint your forehead or your heart with God's living
water, to remember you are created in God's image and wholly
loved, just as you are.

... You may also wish to light a candle, to invoke the eternal healing
power of fire and the Spirit.

Come now and bring your gifts and your prayers to God.
OFFERTORY CHANT ELEGIAQUE D. V. Goens
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.

Alleluia, alleluiq, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Christine
*SENDING SONG You Shall Go Out with Joy (GTG 80)
*BENEDICTION Rev. Christine

And now, may the God who made the universe, but sfill has time to
spend with us, bless each one of you as we leave this sacred time
and this holy place. But let us all remember that our God is
everywhere, and everywhere you go, you will be on holy ground.

POSTLUDE Souvenir de Berck J. Hollman
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What's Next This Afternoon:

+ Seven-minute stretch break and preparation for the
Forum

+ Virtual worshippers switch to Zoom

+ Joys and Concerns are shared in the Sanctuary

* Lunch buffet is served in Fellowship Hall onsite

# Onsite congregation Returns to Sanctuary for Forum

(carefully carrying their lunchl)

* Forum is presented by the Task Force



Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are here!l We

invite you to join us after worship for a fime of fellowship so that we

can learn more about you and share more about our church with
you.

Leading In Today's Service:

Pam Tucker, Worship Leader
Jaime Hadley, Usher
Kay Pruett, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Liz Lee, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Speaking

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the abbreviation, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the abbreviation, GTG.

CCLI# is11086713.
If you prefer not to be included in the livestream,

please sit in the back right two pews.




