The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
’/\\\ an Open and Affirming Congregation

Providing a nurturing, safe, ond affirming community for all people to flourish
/
/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

408 W. 23rd Street Austin, TX 78705

Order of Worship for
Second Sunday after Pentecost
June 7, 2026
Pride Month

For Your Meditation
“Love wins.”" — United Church of Christ affirmation

WELCOME AND CENTERING Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Bridge Interim
PRELUDE Simple Gifts A. Copland
EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

*OPENING HYMN Gather Us In (GTG 401)

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 33) Bill Beardall
One: Blessed is the place where God is sovereign;
blessed are the ones whose heritage is holy.
Many: God looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind
One: God has fashioned the hearts of all of them,
Many: Our souls wait for the Sovereign...
One: Our God, our help and shield.
Many: Indeed, our hearts are glad in God,
Because we trust in God's holy name.
One: Let Your steadfast love, O sovereign, be upon us,
All: Even as we always hope and trust in You.

OPENING PRAYER Bill Beardall
Holy One, through the Prophet Hoseaq, you declared, “I desire steadfast love
and not sacrifice; the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

We confess that sometimes we offer the ritual and routine of religious practices
rather than a discerning heart that beats for justice and breaks with compassion.



O God, strengthen us to the gentle challenge of knowing you more deeply,
loving our neighbors more justly, and embracing our lives more fully.

SIGNS OF PEACE Bill Beardall
Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our
neighbors here around us and online.

HEBREW BIBLE READING Bill Beardall
Genesis 12:1-9

(from the Complete Jewish Bible)

Now Adonai said to Avram, “Get yourself out of your country, away from your
kinsmen and away from your father’s house, and go to the land that | will show
you. 2| will make of you a great nation, | will bless you, and | will make your name
great; and you are to be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, but | will
curse anyone who curses you; and by you all the families of the earth will be
blessed.”

4So Avram went, as Adonai had said to him, and Lot went with him. Avram was
75 years old when he left Haran. > Avram took his wife Sarai, his brother’s son Lof,
and all their possessions which they had accumulated, as well as the people
they had acquired in Haran; then they set out for the land of Kena‘an and
entered the land of Kena‘an (Canaan).

¢ Avram passed through the land to the place called Sh'’khem, to the oak of
Moreh. The Kena‘ani (Canaanites)were then in the land. 7 Adonai appeared to
Avram and said, “To your descendants | will give this land.” So he built an altar
there to Adonai, who had appeared to him.

8He left that place, went to the hill east of Beit-El and pitched his tent. With Beit-
El to the west and ‘Ai to the east, he built an altar there and called on the name
of Adonai. ?Then Avram fraveled on, continuing tfoward the Negev.

GOSPEL LESSON Bill Beardall
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 (the Message)

? Passing along, Jesus saw a man at his work collecting taxes. His name was
Matthew. Jesus said, “Come along with me.” Matthew stood up and followed
him.

10-11 | gter when Jesus was eating supper at Matthew's house with his close
followers, a lot of disreputable characters came and joined them. When the



Pharisees saw him keeping this kind of company, they had a fit, and lit into
Jesus’ followers. “What kind of example is this from your Teacher, acting cozy
with crooks and misfitsg”

12-13 Jesus, overhearing, shot back, “Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the
sicke Go figure out what this Scripture means: ‘I'm after mercy, noft religion.” I'm
here to invite outsiders, not coddle insiders.”

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
*HYMN OF REFLECTION The God of Abraham Praise (NCH 24)
REFLECTION “Boss God” Rev. Christine

Sharing Holy Communion

Invitation Rev. Christine

Jesus said: | am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you

who believe in me shall never thirst.

Ours in an open table, and we invite all who wish fo come.

For communion is a way of being with each other that reminds us that we

partficipate in the Christ: that in whatever way our faith guides us, we can

become part of the ongoing resurrection of hope, and faith.
Won't you pray with me now?

Pastoral Prayer and Blessing of the Elements

Holy loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we
thank you for your constant love for all you have made.

We thank you for all that sustains life...for all people who have followed ways of
life and fruth... and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you have sent from
your own being as our Savior. Amen.

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of
your glory.

And yet...Merciful God, we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus the Christ
on the night of betrayal..

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and broke it, and
gave it to his disciples and said: “Take, eat: This is my body.”



Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to the disciples and said,
“Drink of it, all of you, for this is the blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”

Gracious God, bless this bread and cup and all of us and make us the body of
Christ, that we may be salt, and light, and leaven, for the furtherance of
your will in this world. Amen

COMMUNION MUSIC The Deserted Garden F. Price

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rev. Christine

You are invited to bring your gifts forward to the offering plate.

... And you are invited to this table, where you may tie a prayer ribbon to the
prayer net, remembering that God holds all the collective prayers of creation
togetherin God'’s love..

... Or dip your fingers in our baptismal bowl, and touch your forehead or your
heart, so that God'’s Living Water may remind you that you are created in God’s
image and loved wholly, just as you are.

... Or, you may light a candle to invoke the healing power of fire and the spirit.
Come now and bring all of who you are to God ...

OFFERTORY Adagio from Concerto in G F. Seitz

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluvia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, allelvia, alleluia, allelvia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Christine
*SENDING SONG This Is a Day of New Beginnings (NCH 417)
*BENEDICTION Rev. Christine

POSTLUDE Allegro Vivace from Concerto in G F. Seitz



Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to
join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more about
you and share more about our church with you.

Leading In Today'’s Service:
Bill Beardall, Worship Leader
Kay Pruett, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Amy Harris, Violin
Hannah Mindeman Shuman, Piano
Liz Lee, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Speaking

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.
CCLI# is11086713.

If you prefer not to be shown in the livestream,
please sit in the back right two pews.
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