
 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for June 28, 2026  

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Open and Affirming Sunday 
For Your Meditation 

 Who would give a law to lovers? Love is unto itself a higher law.  

   Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy, 524 AD 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING     Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Bridge Interim 

PRELUDE         Lento Affetuso from Sonata in G       J.B. Loeillet  

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY         Rev Christine and all 

Texas Impact Appeal: The LGBTQ Rights Team seeks your support to continue its work 

in the legislature and elsewhere. Special offering today.  

*OPENING HYMN    Gather Us In            (GTG 401 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                             Carolyn Thompson 

One: Beloved, some of us came here tired, or carrying grief. 

 Many: And we are still here. 

One: Some of us came with joy in our bones and rainbows in our spirit. 

 Many: And we are still here. 

One: in a world that tries to erase queer stories, 

 Many: We shall not be moved. 

One: In a time when trans and nonbinary lives are targeted, 

 Many: We shall not be moved. 

One: When fear tells us to be silent, 

 Many: We shall speak for inclusion.  

One: We are rooted in love. 

 Many: We are rooted in justice. 

One: Come, let us worship the God who calls the church into holy 

 courage. 

All:  Welcomed by God, we worship with joy and courage and love. 

 

*OPENING PRAYER                            Carolyn Thompson 

SIGNS OF PEACE                            Carolyn Thompson 

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our neighbors here 

around us and online. 

 



 

VISIT A CHURCH NEXT SUNDAY                         Carolyn Thompson 

With no worship service planned for Sunday July 5th at CCA, your deacons have seen 

an exciting opportunity for you to choose a different church to attend, in person or 

online, nearby or anywhere in the country. 

 Carolyn will present ways for you to do this and answer questions about what we 

hope to learn. 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Ave Maria (Bach-Gounod)      Sara and Andy Ross 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING                  Rev. Christine 

The letter of Paul to the Romans, 6:12-23 

The Message translation 

 

That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives. Don’t give it the 

time of day. …Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time—remember, you’ve been 

raised from the dead!—into God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t tell you how to live. After all, 

you’re not living under that old tyranny any longer. You’re living in the freedom of God. 

 

So, since we’re out from under the old tyranny, does that mean we can live any old way we 

want? Since we’re free in the freedom of God, can we do anything that comes to mind? 

Hardly. You know well enough from your own experience that there are some acts of so-

called freedom that destroy freedom. Offer yourselves to sin, for instance, and it’s your last 

free act. But offer yourselves to the ways of God and the freedom never quits. … I’m using 

this freedom language because it’s easy to picture.…  

 
20-21 As long as you did what you felt like doing, ignoring God, you didn’t have to bother with 

right thinking or right living, or right anything for that matter. But do you call that a free life? 

What did you get out of it? Nothing you’re proud of now. Where did it get you? A dead end. 

22-23 But now that you’ve found you don’t have to listen to sin tell you what to do, and have 

discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise! A whole, healed, put-

together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! Work hard for sin your whole 

life and your pension is death. But God’s gift is real life, eternal life, delivered by Jesus, our 

Master. 

GOSPEL LESSON                               Rev Christine 

Matthew 10:40-42  

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 

who sent me.  Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 

prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 



 

person will receive the reward of the righteous, and whoever gives even a cup of cold water 

to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose 

their reward.” 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION        God of Change and Glory           (NCH 177) 

REFLECTION       “Throwing Starfish”              Rev. Christine  

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY                                Rev. Christine 

Please remember the opportunity today to support Texas Impact’s LGBTQ Rights 

Team….! 

 

You are invited to bring your offerings forward and place them in the offering plate. 

… all are invited to the table near the prayer net. There, you may dip your fingers in our 

baptismal bowl, and touch your forehead or your heart, so that God’s Living Water may 

remind you that you are created in God’s image and loved wholly, just as you are.  

…You may also tie a prayer ribbon to the prayer net, remembering that God holds all the 

collective prayers of creation together in God’s love, or light candles to invoke the healing 

power of fire and the spirit. Come now and bring your least and your best to God 

 

OFFERTORY       Adagio from Trio in D minor                  A. Arensky  



 

*DOXOLOGY       Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                           Rev. Christine 

*SENDING SONG         “God of the Sparrow”          (NCH 32) 

*BENEDICTION                           Rev. Christine 

  POSTLUDE      Moorish Nightsong           H.A. Rasch 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

We are so glad you are here! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so 

that we can learn more about you and share more about our church with you. 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Carolyn Thompson, Worship Leader 

Jaime Hadley, Usher 

Lynn Chavarria, Kay Pruett, Deacons 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Amy Harris, Violin and Music Director 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano ~ Liz Lee, Cello 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

** For the New Century Hymnal, we use the abbreviation, NCH. 

For the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the abbreviation, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right two pews. 

 

 


