
 

An Open & Affirming Congregation 

in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for June 21, 2026 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

Celebrating 

Fathers’ Day ~ Juneteenth ~ Pride Month 

 

FOR YOUR MEDITATION 

The truth is, no one of us can be free until everybody is free. 

  Maya Angelou 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING   Rev. Dr. Christine Tata 

 

PRELUDE Rondino on a Theme by Beethoven  F. Kreisler 

 

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 

   

* HYMN OF CELEBRATION   Gather Us In  GTG 401 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP            Warinda Harris 

One: The Holy One is great and does marvelous things. 

Delight in God! 

Many: The Holy One gladdens the soul. We lift our hearts to 

God! 
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One: In the day of trouble, we call upon the One who 

Comforts and Protects, Counsels and Provides, 

Challenges and Heals. 

Many: The Holy One soothes the soul. We call upon their 

name! 

One: The Listening, Eternal God gives ear to our prayers and 

heeds our cries. 

Many: The Holy One hears the soul. We turn to our God in 

hope and faith! 

 

OPENING PRAYER      Warinda Harris 

Merciful and Compassionate God, we come into your 

presence. Be near to us as we draw closer to you. Be near 

to us even when we have doubts, have given up hope, and 

have been overwhelmed by our fears. Be near to us as we 

sing, pray, give, receive, in worship of everything you are. 

Amen. 

  

SIGNS OF PEACE      Warinda Harris

 Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of 

peace with our neighbors here around us and online. 

 

HEBREW BIBLE READING     Warinda Harris 

Genesis 21: 8-21 (Revised English Bible) 

 

Isaac grew and was weaned, and on the day of his 

weaning Abraham gave a great feast. But Sarah saw the 

son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom Hagar she had borne to 
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Abraham, playing with Isaac, and she said to Abraham, 

“Drive out this servant girl and her son! I will not have this 

servant’s son sharing the inheritance with my son Isaac.”  

 

Abraham was very upset at this because of Ishmael, but 

God said to him, “Do not be upset for the boy and your 

servant girl. Do as Sarah says, because it is through Isaac’s 

line that your name will be perpetuated. I shall make a 

nation of the servant girl's son, because he also is your 

child.” 

 

Early next morning Abraham took some food and a full 

water-skin and gave them to Hagar. He set the child on her 

shoulder and sent her away, and she wandered about in 

the wilderness of Beersheba. When the water in the skin was 

finished, she thrust the child under a bush, then went and 

sat down some way off, about a bowshot distant. 

 

“How can I watch the child die?” she said, and sat there, 

weeping bitterly. 

 

God heard the child crying, and the angel of God called 

from heaven to Hagar, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not 

be afraid: God has heard the child crying where you laid 

him. Go, lift the child and hold him in your arms, because I 

shall make of him a great nation.” 
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Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well full of water; 

she went to it, filled the waterskin, and gave the child a 

drink. God was with the child as he grew up. He lived in the 

wilderness of Paran and became an archer; and his mother 

got him a wife from Egypt. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING          Warinda Harris 

Matthew 10:24–39, Scholars’ Translation 

[Jesus is speaking] 

“Students are not above their teachers, nor servants 

above their master. It is appropriate for students to be 

like their teachers and servants to be like their masters. 

If they have dubbed the master of the house Beelzebul, 

aren't they even more likely to malign the members of 

his household? 

 

“So don't be afraid of them. After all, there is nothing 

veiled that won't be unveiled, or hidden that won't be 

made known. What I say to you in darkness, say in the 

light and what you hear whispered in your ear, 

announce from the rooftops. 

 

“Don't fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul; Instead, you ought to fear the one who can 

destroy both the soul and the body in Gehenna.  

 

“What do sparrows cost? A penny apiece? Yet not one 

of them will fall to the earth without the consent of your 
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Father. As for you, even the hairs on your head have all 

been counted. So, don't be so timid: you're worth more 

than a flock of sparrows.  

 

“Everyone who acknowledges me in public, I too will 

acknowledge before my Father in the heavens. But the 

one who disowns me in public, I will disown before my 

Father in the heavens. 

 

“Don't get the idea that I came to bring peace on 

earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. After 

all, I have come to pit a man against his father, a 

daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law. A person's enemies are 

members of the same household. 

 

“Those who love father and mother more than me are 

not worthy of me, and those who love son or daughter 

more than me are not worthy of me. And those who do 

not take their cross and follow after me are not worthy 

of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  

 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION  This Is My Father’s World GTG 370 
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REFLECTION   “Civilizing Fatherhood”  Rev. Christine  

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY     Rev. Christine 

 

OFFERTORY  Melodie from Orfeo ed Euridice  

      Gluck arr. Kreisler 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Rev. Christine 

*Holy One, thank you for the privilege of giving. Bless these 

gifts and those who give. Enable us to trust and participate 

in your abundance. Extend wisdom and discernment as we 

allocate these offerings. Expand our reach and impact for 

your kingdom and glory. Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG                                             NCH 27 

From All that Dwell Below the Skies 

*BENEDICTION       Rev. Christine 

 

POSTLUDE  Rigaudon in the style of Francoeur  

 F. Kreisler 
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Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are 

here! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of 

fellowship so that we can learn more about you and share 

more about our church with you. 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Warinda Harris, Worship Leader 

Jaime Hadley, Usher 

Carolyn Thompson, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Amy Harris, Violin and Music Director 

Hannah Mindeman Shuman, Piano 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Speaking 
 

** NCH refers to the New Century Hymnal 

GTG refers to the Glory to God Hymnal 

CCLI# is11086713. 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, 

please sit in the back right two pews. 
 

 


