
 

AN OPEN & AFFIRMING CONGREGATION IN THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR JUNE 14 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

For Your Meditation 

We shall not cease from exploration  

And the end of all our exploring 

Will be to arrive where we started 

And know the place for the first time. 

 T.S. Eliot (from “Little Gidding”) 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING      Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Bridge Interim 
 

PRELUDE   Allegro ma dolce from Trio in D   J. Haydn 
 

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 
   

*HYMN OF CELEBRATION   Gather Us In      GTG 401 
      

*CALL TO WORSHIP (after Psalm 116)      Lucy Erda 
 

All: Gracious is God and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 

I will call on God’s name in the presence of all the people.  

I will walk in the presence of God in the land of the living. 

Wherever the journey takes me; whatever my faith requires, 

I will honor my vows to the God who has set me free. 
  

 



 

OPENING PRAYER         Lucy Erda 

Dear Holy One, we thank you for waking us up this morning.  

We thank you for bringing us together to be in right relationship 

 with our beloved friends and cousins and kindred, 

and to learn what we can that will help us on our journey. 

It is good to shelter in this place, to rest a while 

from traveling and wandering the world 

or managing the wonders of homes and hearts. 

For In this hour, we rebuild our strength, recall our unique mission, 

and face the world together, as it is, and still find joy. 

We receive these blessings in your infinite mercy… Amen   

  

SIGNS OF PEACE         Lucy Erda 

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our 

neighbors here around us and online. 
 

HEBREW BIBLE READING         Lucy Erda 

Exodus 19:2-8a (Complete Jewish Bible) 
 

 After setting out from Refidim and arriving at the Sinai Desert, they set up 

camp in the desert; there in front of the mountain, Isra’el set up camp. 
 Moshe went up to God, and Adonai called to him from the mountain: “Here 

is what you are to say to the household of Ya‘akov, to tell the people of 

Isra’el:  ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I carried you on 

eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  Now if you will pay careful 

attention to what I say and keep my covenant, then you will be my own 

treasure from among all the peoples, for all the earth is mine;  and you will be 

a realm of priests for me, a nation set apart.’ These are the words you are to 

speak to the people of Isra’el.” 

 



 

 Moshe came, summoned the leaders of the people, and presented them 

with all these words which Adonai had ordered him to say. All the people 

answered as one, “Everything Adonai has said, we will do.” Moshe reported 

the words of the people to Adonai. 
  

*HYMN OF REFLECTION  “On Eagle’s Wings     (GTG 43) 

 

GOSPEL LESSON          Lucy Erda 
 

Matthew 9:35 – 10:16; 22 (Scholar’s Translation) 
 

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues 

and proclaiming the gospel of heaven's imperial rule and healing every 

disease and ailment. When he saw the crowd, he was moved by them 

because they were in trouble and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

Then he said to his disciples, “Although the crop is good, still there are few to 

harvest it. So beg the harvest boss to dispatch workers to the fields.” 

The names of the twelve apostles were these: first, Simon, also known as the 

Rock, and Andrew, his brother, and James the son of Zebedee and John his 

brother; Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas, and Matthew the toll collector, 

James the son of Alphaaeus, and Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas of 

Iscariot, the one who, in the end, turned him in. 

And summoning his 12 disciples he gave them authority to drive out unclean 

spirits and to heal every disease and every ailment. 

Jesus sent out his 12 after he had given them these instructions: “Don't travel 

foreign roads and don't enter a Samaritan city, but rather go to the lost 

sheep of the House of Israel. 

“Go and announce, ‘Heaven's imperial rule is closing in.’ 

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. You 

have received freely, so freely give. Don't get gold or silver or copper coins 



 

for spending money, don't take a knapsack for the road, or two shirts, or 

sandals, or a staff; for 'the worker deserves to be fed.' 

“Whichever town or village you enter, find out who is deserving; stay there 

until you leave. When you enter a house, greet it. And if the house is 

deserving, give it your peace blessing, but if it is unworthy, withdraw your 

peace blessing. And if anyone does not welcome you, or listen to your words, 

as you are going out of that house or city shake the dust off your feet. I swear 

to you, the land of Sodom and Gomorrah will be better off at the judgment 

than that city. 

“Look, I'm sending you out like sheep to a pack of wolves. Therefore you must 

be as sly as a snake and as simple as a dove. … And you will be universally 

hated because of me. But those who hold out to the end will be saved. 
 

 The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION  “OUT OF THE WILDERNESS, INTO THE WILD”  Rev. Christine  
 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY       Rev. Christine 
 

You are invited to bring your offerings of funds here, to the offering plate. 

… also, all are invited to the table near the prayer net, to dip your fingers in 

our baptismal bowl, and touch your forehead or your heart, so God’s Living 

Water may remind you that you are made and loved in God’s image, just as 

you are.  

…you may also tie a prayer ribbon to the prayer net, remembering that God 

holds all the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love.  

….Others may light candles to invoke the healing power of fire and the spirit. 

Come now and give as you will to God …  
 

OFFERTORY  Andante from Sonata in C, K. 545  W. A. Mozart 

 



 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia: Amen.  
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Rev. Christine and ALL 
 

*Guiding Spirit God, you have given us our lives, and so much more 

than one cloak, with which to spread your message of love and peace. 

Today we return a portion of this bounty to your church, so that we may 

embrace and expand your message of peace and follow your loving 

light. Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG  Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing  NCH 77 
 

*BENEDICTION         Rev. Christine 
 

POSTLUDE    Moorish Nightsong    H.A. Rasch 
 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are here! We invite you 

to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you. 

 

 

 

 



 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Lucy Erda, Worship Leader 

Carolyn Thompson, Deacons 

Bill Beardall, Usher 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Amy Harris, Violin and Music Leader 

Hannah Minderman Shuman, Piano 

Liz Lee, Cello 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Speaking 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, 

please sit in the back right two pews. 

 

 


