The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
’/‘\ \ an Open and Affirming Congregation

Providing a nurturing, safe, and affirming community for all people to flourish

' in God’s love, justice, and peace!

408 W, 23rd Street Austin, TX 78705

Order of Worship for May 24, 2026
Pentecost Sunday

For Your Meditation
Strengthen my tongue, that it may convey even one single spark of all
your glory to future generations.
Dante Alighieri ( 1265 - 1321 ) from the Divine Comedy, Italy

INVOCATION AND CENTERING Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Bridge Interim
PRELUDE Tango M. ElIman
EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY Rev Christine
*HYMN OF CELEBRATION “God is Here” (NCH 70)
*CALL TO WORSHIP Barbara Burnham

One: Come, Holy Spirit, who moved on the face of the deep at the beginning of fime

Many: We celebrate your constant presence, but we need renewal of the spirit in our lives.

One: Come, Holy Spirit, who advocates for justice and love and renewal.

Many: We ask you to advocate for us, and for the righteous work of those who stand for
peace.

One: Come, Holy Spirit, who troubled the people on the day of Pentecost, who made a new
world out of the old world.

Many: We gather here to worship, and to ask that the Spirit trouble our world AGAIN, and
make it new. Amen.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION Barbara Burnham

Holy God, please be welcome here! Please sit beside each one of us, so that we remember
why we have gathered. Please let us know that we are living your word -- or as close to your
word as we can manage. And when you send your spirit, help us to let your spirit in. so that
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we may laugh, weep, wonder -- do all the things that make us human. Holy God, please sit
at our table with us, or sit in our row. We are not too proud fo let you in. Amen

SIGNS OF PEACE Barbara Burnham
Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our neighbors here
around us and online.

EPISTLE READING 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 Barbara Burnham

3Therefore | want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let
Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, >and there are varieties of services but
the same Lord, ¢ and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all
of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common

good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ?to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 19to another the working of powerful deeds, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues,
to another the interpretation of tongues. ! All these are activated by one and the same
Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized
intfo one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Spirit of the Living God” (GTG 288)
GOSPEL LESSON Barbara Burnham
John 20: 19-23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
God has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them:; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

NEW TESTAMENT READING Rev Christine

Acts 2:1:21

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
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where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. ¢ And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? ? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 Al|
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?¢” 13 But others
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow
Jewslal and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what |
say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’'clock in the
morning. 1 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

17'In the last days it will be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
19 And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Vocalise S. Rachmaninoff


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%202%3A1-21&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26953a

REFLECTION “The Spirit Breaks Open the World” Rev. Christine

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING Rev Christine
and CCA Representative

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rev. Christine

You are invited to bring your offerings of funds forward and place them in the offering plate.
Offerings of the spirit are also made during this time: all are invited to the table near the
prayer net. There, you may dip your fingers in our baptismal bowl, and touch your forehead
or your heart, so that God'’s Living Water may remind you that you are created in God’s
image and loved wholly, just as you are. You may also take a prayer ribbon, for the prayers
you bring with you today, and fie it to the prayer net, remembering that God holds all the
collective prayers of creation together in God's love. Others may light candles to invoke the
healing power of fire and the spirit. Come now and bring your least and your best to God ...

OFFERTORY Beau Soir C. Debussy

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Christine
*SENDING SONG “They’ll Know We Are Christians” (GTG 300)
*BENEDICTION Rev. Christine
POSTLUDE Ashokan Farewell

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to join us after
worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more about you and share more about
our church with you.



Leading In Today's Service:
Barbara Burnham, Worship Leader
Bill Beardall, Usher
Lynn Chavarria, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Speaking

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.
CCLI# is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right two pews.

Many * Scan the QR Code
ways to :
give

Your small effort
can have a big
impact
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