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Order of Worship for May 17, 2026
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Mental Health Sunday

For Your Meditation
| thank you God for most this amazing
day:for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky;and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes

e.e. cummings
WELCOME AND CENTERING Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Bridge Interim

Holy Love, our Companion and Source, shower us with your presence, shelter us in
your sanctuary, shield us with your peace. Open our minds to your word, wisdom, and
way. May our worship honor your name and draw us nearer to you and to our
neighbors. Be glorified in our midst as we exalt your Many Names. Amen

PRELUDE Rondo F. Schubert
EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY
*HYMN OF CELEBRATION “God is Here” (NCH 70)

*CALL TO WORSHIP Bill Beardall

One: Let God rise up! Sing to God; lift up a song to the Holy One
who rides upon the clouds, and be exultant before God.

Many: Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God;
let them be jubilant with joy!

One: Let God rise up! Ascribe power to God, full of majesty and power.

Many: Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God;
let them be jubilant with joy!



One: Let God rise up! Awesome is God in the sanctuary,
who gives power and strength to the people.

Many: Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God;
let them be jubilant with joy! Blessed be God!

OPENING PRAYER Bill Beardall

New Creation in Christ, the resurrected life is yours. We place our hope in the
assurance that, in Christ, all things are made new. Change is possible. The world we
seek is ours to build, nurture, and sustain. God has given us grace and authority as well
as a Companion to make a difference in the world. Receive these gifts freely as they are
given.

SIGNS OF PEACE Bill Beardall

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our neighbors here
around us and online.

READING FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE Bill Beardall

Psalm 68: 4-10; 32-35: To the leader. A Song.

4 Sing to God; sing praises to God’s name;
lift up a song to the One who rides upon the cloudslél—
God’s name is Adonai—
be exultant before God.
6 God gives the desolate a home to live in;
and leads out the prisoners to prosperity,
but the rebellious live in a parched land.
70 God, when you went out before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness, Selah
8the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9 Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad;
you restored your heritage when it languished;
19 your flock found a dwelling in it;
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PSALM%2068%3A%201-10%2C%2032-35&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-14905a

NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 1:6-11

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ® When he had said this, as they
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 19 While he was
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood
by them. 1 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven.”

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Jesus Shall Reign” (GTG 265)

GOSPEL LESSON Bill Beardall

John 17:1-41 (John the Evangelist)

17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said,
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you
have given him authority over all people, @ to give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4| glorified you on earth by finishing the work that
you gave me to do. ® So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that
| had in your presence before the world existed.

6“| have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know
that everything you have given me is from you, 2| am asking on their behalf; | am not
asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. 1° All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | have been glorified in

them.

And now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be
one, as we are one...."| have given them your word, and the world has hated them
because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. 51 am not
asking you to take them out of the world, but | ask you to protect them from the evil
one.[¢ 16 They do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. 17 Sanctify
them in the truth; your word is truth. '8 As you have sent me into the world, so | have
sent them into the world. ® And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may
be sanctified in truth.

20| ask not only on behalf of these but also on behalf of those who believe in me
through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and | am in


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2017%3A%201-41&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26751a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2017%3A%201-41&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26764e

you, may they also be in us,1 so that the world may believe that you have sent

me. 22 The glory that you have given me | have given them, so that they may be one, as
we are one, 221 in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that
the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.

25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but | know you, and these know that
you have sent me. 26| made your name known to them, and | will make it known, so that
the love with which you have loved me may be in them and | in them.”

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “‘God Be In My Head” Ramsey

REFLECTION “Neurodivergent Prophets” Rev. Christine

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rev. Christine and
Bill Beardall

Next Week: The UCC supports leadership development, new ministries, youth
engagement, and innovation in congregations through the Strengthen the Church
(STC) offering. This is a special mission initiative of the United Church of Christ that
reflects the shared commitment of members and friends to build up the church
cooperatively. We look forward to receiving that offering on Pentecost Sunday.

And now, you are invited to bring your offerings of funds forward and place them in the
offering plate. Offerings of the spirit are also made during this time: all are invited to the
table near the prayer net. There, you may dip your fingers in our baptismal bowl, and
touch your forehead or your heart, so that God’s Living Water may remind you that you
are created in God’s image and loved wholly, just as you are. You may also take a
prayer ribbon, for the prayers you bring with you today, and tie it to the prayer net,
remembering that God holds all the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love.
Others may light candles to invoke the healing power of fire and the spirit. Come now
and bring your least and your best to God ...

OFFERTORY Melody in D from Cantique de J. Racine G. Faure

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2017%3A%201-41&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26770f

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rev. Christine

*SENDING SONG “A Mighty Fortress” (GTG 275)
*BENEDICTION/BLESSING Rev. Christine
POSTLUDE The Rejoicing G.F. Handel

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to join us
after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more about you and share
more about our church with you.

Leading In Today’s Service:
Bill Beardall, Worship Leader
Lynn Chavarria, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Brigid Devers, Cello
Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.
CCLI#is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 pews.

VELNAR 2
ways to
give cuutie

Scan the QR Code

Your small effort
can have a big
impact
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