
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for May 10, 2026 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 
 

For Your Meditation 
 

Optimism is the belief that the world is changing for the better; hope is the belief 

that, together, we can make the world better. Optimism is a passive virtue, hope 

an active one. It needs no courage to be an optimist, but it takes a great deal of 

courage to hope. 

      Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING   Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Bridge Interim 
 

PRELUDE   Adagio from Trio in B-flat   W. A. Mozart  
 

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 

All of You Are Worship Leaders Rev. Christine invites members and friends 

who have not served as Worship Leaders or Ushers yet – or who haven’t served 

in some time – to sign up this summer to partner with her in seeking the sacred. 

Experienced Worship Leaders also welcome. 
   

*OPENING HYMN   “God is Here”    (NCH 70) 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP        

One: Bless the Holy One, O peoples; let the sound of God’s praise be heard. 

Many: For God who claims us, tests us, and sustains us comes and invites us to 

come to them. 

One: Bless the Holy One, O peoples; let the sound of God’s praise be heard. 

Many: Blessed be God, who has not rejected our prayer or removed their 

steadfast love from us. 

One: Bless the Holy One, O peoples; let the sound of God’s praise be heard. 

Many: Come as we proclaim, witness, and testify to all God has done. Bless the 

Holy One! 

  

OPENING PRAYER        

Gracious Eternal One, we proclaim that you breathe life into us and know us fully. Yet, 

sometimes, you remain unknown to us, even when we search for you. 



 

We rest in the assurance that when we seek you, we will find you. But sometimes we 

refuse to seek, refuse to search. We sometimes close ourselves off from your revealing 

word, guiding hand, and nudging Spirit. 

Forgive us, O God, for not coming to you as you come to us—fully, persistently, and 

constantly—and give us strength to reach toward you in all seasons and at all times. 

But hear these words of grace, beloveds: you are known by God and received as you 

are—wonderfully and beautifully, but imperfectly made. Draw near to God who knows 

your limitations and loves you. Search for the Spirit who finds you off on wayward paths 

and sets your footing right. Come to the One who will never reject you but will renew 

and restore you in hope and love. 
 

SIGNS OF PEACE         

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our neighbors here 

around us and online. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING      

Acts 17:22-23; 26-28 

Paul, standing in the middle of the Areopagus, said, “People of Athens, I perceive that in 

every way you are very religious. For as I passed along, and observed the objects of 

your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To an unknown God.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. … God made from one 

person all the nations to live on the face of the whole earth, having determined allotted 

periods and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, in the hope 

that they might reach for and find God, who is not far from each one of us, for ‘in this 

God we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your poets have said, 

‘For we are indeed the children of God.’ 
 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION    “Breathe On Me, Breath of God”  (GTG 286) 

 

GOSPEL LESSON         

John 14:15-21 

If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will pray to God, who will give 

you another Counselor, to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees nor knows this Spirit. But you know this Spirit, 

who dwells with you, and will be in you. 

I will not leave you desolate; I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world will see 

me no more, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. In that day, you will 

know that I am God, and you in me and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and 

keeps them, that is the one who loves me; and all who love me will be loved by God, 

and I will love them and manifest myself to them. 

 The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 



 

PRAYER OF PRAISE FROM THE HEBREW BIBLE       Rev. Christine 

Psalm 66: For the Music Director. A Song. A Psalm. 

1 Shout joyfully to God, all you lands! 
2 Sing out the glory of God’s name; 

    with glorious praise. 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are Your works! 

    Through the greatness of Your power 

    Your enemies cringe before You. 
4 All the earth will worship You 

    and will sing to You; 

    they will sing to Your name.” Selah 

 

ANTHEM    “Simple Gifts”    Copland 

 

REFLECTION   “The God Unknown”   Rev. Christine  

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY      Rev. Christine 
 

You are invited to bring your offerings of funds forward and place them in the offering 

plate. Offerings of the spirit are also made during this time: all are invited to the table 

near the prayer net. There, you may dip your fingers in our baptismal bowl, and touch 

your forehead or your heart, so that God’s Living Water may remind you that you are 

created in God’s image and loved wholly, just as you are. You may also take a prayer 

ribbon, for the prayers you bring with you today, and tie it to the prayer net, 

remembering that God holds all the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love. 

Others may light candles to invoke the healing power of fire and the spirit. Come now 

and bring your least and your best to God …  

 

OFFERTORY  Adagio from the Octet     F. Schubert 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

 

 



 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                              Rev. Christine 
 

*SENDING SONG   Come Down, O Love Divine   (GTG 282) 
 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING          Rev. Christine 
 

 POSTLUDE  Perpetual Motion from Little Suite No. 6     C. Bohm 
 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 
 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to join us 

after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more about you and share 

more about our church with you. 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Lynn Chavarria, Deacons 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Brigid Devers, Cello 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 pews. 

 

 


