
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for May 3, 2026 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

For Your Meditation 

You can’t step into the same river twice. 

--Heraclitus 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING  Rev. Dr. Christine Tata 

 

PRELUDE              Siciliana                                 Veracini  

 

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

OPENING HYMN  “God is Here”     (NCH 70) 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP     Gail Christeson 

(after Psalm 33, The Complete Jewish Bible) 

 

Rejoice in ADONAI, you righteous ones! 

 
      Praise is well-suited to the upright. 

Give thanks to ADONAI with the lyre, 
 
     sing praises to God with a ten-stringed harp. 

Sing to God a new song, 
 

     make music at your best among shouts of joy. 
 For the word of ADONAI is true… 
, 

    The earth is full of the grace of ADONAI. 
 

OPENING PRAYER                                                               Gail Christeson 

Holy God, whose Name we do not know,  

we pray that we find welcome here  

 in the faces of those we know and love. 

We also pray to remain always open  

to the stranger in our midst,  

because each of us at one time has been a stranger somewhere. 



 

 

Bless us, holy God, that we may encounter here today 

something surprising and magical to share with the world 

as generously as You have shared with us our lives, 

our breath, and Your Son Jesus, 

our Peacemaker and our Wayshower. AMEN. 

 

SIGNS OF PEACE        Gail Christeson 

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace 

 with our neighbors here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION  “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”     (GTG 475) 

 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 14: 1-14    Gail Christeson 

(The Message translation) 

 1-4 “Don’t let this rattle you. You trust God, don’t you? Trust me. There is plenty of room for you in my 
Father’s home. If that weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m on my way to get a room ready for 
you? And if I’m on my way to get your room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you can live where I 
live. And you already know the road I’m taking.” 

5 Thomas said, “Master, we have no idea where you’re going. How do you expect us to know the 
road?” 

6-7 Jesus said, “I am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the Father apart from me. 
If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him. You’ve 
even seen him!” 

8 Philip said, “Master, show us the Father; then we’ll be content.” 

9-10 “You’ve been with me all this time, Philip, and you still don’t understand? To see me is to see the 
Father. So how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I speak to you aren’t mere words. I don’t just make them up on my 
own. The Father who resides in me crafts each word into a divine act. 

11-14 “Believe me: I am in my Father and my Father is in me. If you can’t believe that, believe what 
you see—these works. The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but even greater 
things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I’ve been doing. 
You can count on it. From now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I am and what I am 
doing, I’ll do it. That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is in the Son. I mean it. Whatever you 
request in this way, I’ll do. 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 

 

ANTHEM    “Abide With Me”    (arr. Jantz A. Black) 

 

REFLECTION:   “Together Again For the First Time”  Rev. Christine  

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY       Rev. Christine 

 

You are invited to bring your offerings of funds forward and place them in the offering plate. Offerings 

of the spirit are also made during this time: all are invited to the table near the prayer net. There, you 

may dip your fingers in our baptismal bowl, and touch your forehead or your heart, so that God’s 

Living Water may remind you that you are created in God’s image and loved wholly, just as you are. 

You may also take a prayer ribbon, for the prayers you bring with you today, and tie it to the prayer 

net, remembering that God holds all the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love. Others 

may light candles to invoke the healing power of fire and the spirit. Come now and bring your least 

and your best to God …  

 

OFFERTORY                    Poco Adagio from Trio in G              Haydn  

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION       Rev. Christine 

 

SHARING HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Invitation and Prayer of Preparation                                       Rev. Christine 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who believe in me shall 

never thirst. 

 

Ours in an open table, and we invite all who wish to come.  

For us, communion is a way of being with each other that reminds us that we participate in the Christ: 

that in whatever way our faith guides us, we can become part of the ongoing resurrection of hope, 

and faith. 

Won’t you pray with me now? 

 

 



 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Blessing of the Elements 

Holy loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we thank you for your 

constant love for all you have made. 

We thank you for all that sustains life…for all people who have followed ways of life and truth… and 

especially for Jesus Christ,  whom you have sent from your own being as our Savior. Amen. 

 

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, 

the whole universe speaks of your glory. 

 

And yet…Merciful God, we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus on the night everything 

changed. 

 

Breaking of Bread and Pouring of Cup: The Mystery Acclaimed 

For on the night of betrayal, as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples and said: “Take, eat: This is my body.” 

Jesus took the cup, and after giving thanks, gave it to the disciples and said, “Drink of it, all of you, for 

this is the blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

At home, you may choose your own elements… 

Gracious God, bless this bread and cup and all of us and make us the body of Christ, that we may be 

salt, and light, and leaven, for the furtherance of your will in this world. Amen 

 

And now, the risen Christ is present with us, and the people say Alleluia! 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

Sharing the Elements  

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Come, for all things are ready… and let it be unto you according to your faith. 

 

Communion Music 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Commissioning  

Eternal God, you have called your people from east and west; north and south, to feast at the table of 

Jesus the Anointed One. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us into the 

world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit… with Jesus by our side and in 

our hearts. Amen 

 

*SENDING SONG   “To God Be the Glory”    (GTG 634) 

 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING                 Rev. Christine  

 

POSTLUDE                            Rondo all 'Ongarese                        Haydn   



 

 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you are here! We invite you to join us after worship 

for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more about you and share more about our church with 

you. 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Gail Christeson, Worship Leader 

John Goff, Usher 

Carolyn Thompson; Kay Pruett, Deacons 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Liz Lee, Cello 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Rev. Dr. Christine Tata, Speaking 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. 

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 pews. 

 

 

 


