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For Your Meditation
“Stay afraid, but do it anyway. What's important is the action.”
— Carrie Fisher

WELCOME AND CENTERING Rene Slataper

FLOWERING THE CROSS
We're going to flower the cross.

Help us turn something that once was a symbol for death and turn
it into something that looks a little more like life. It doesn’t have to
be perfect.

Come forward and add flowers to the chicken wire of the cross as
your participation in the continuing celebration that Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed.

PRELUDE “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*OPENING HYMN “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
#267 GTG



CALL TO WORSHIP Lucy Erda

The ground has been shaking.
And still, we are here.

The world does not always feel steady.
And still, we gather.

Life pushes up in unexpected places.
And still, we notice.

Love keeps moving, even when we are afraid.
And still, we follow.

Come afraid, uncertain, and open.
We come... and we are ready to move anyway.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Lucy Erda

God of life, we confess fear has a way of shaping us.

It makes us smaller.

It makes us quieter than we want to be.

It makes us hesitate.

We hold back love. We second guess what we know is good.
We stay still when something in us wants to move.

We confess the ways we have let fear have the final word.
And we long for something deeper than fear.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Lucy Erda



You are not disqualified by your fear. You are not held back by
your uncertainty.

God is already at work in you; quietly, stubbornly, bringing new
life where you thought nothing could grow.

You are forgiven. You are held. You are already part of the story
that is still unfolding.

Thanks be to God.

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace
with our neighbors as well.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION
“Good Christians, All Rejoice and Sing” #239 GTG

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 28:1-10 Lucy Erda

The Resurrection of Jesus

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And
suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat
on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for |

know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not



here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been
raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.” So
they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and

sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Hallelujah Chorus” GF Handel
REFLECTION “Doing it Scared” Rene Slataper
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rene Slataper

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the
offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer
net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in
God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created
in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also
invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring
with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God
holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for
all of creation.



OFFERTORY “Sarabande from the Oboe Concerto”
GF. Handel

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rene Slataper
INVITATION TO THE TABLE Rene Slataper
THE LORD’S SUPPER

COMMUNION MUSIC “Sarabande from the Oboe Concerto”

GF. Handel

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rene Slataper
*SENDING SONG

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” #232 GTG

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING Rene Slataper

POSTLUDE “Allegro Assai” W.A. Mozart



Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined
us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship
so that we can learn more about you and share more about our
church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Lucy Erda, Worship Leader
Jaime Hadley, Usher
Kay Pruett & Carolyn Thompson, Deacon(s)
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Liz Lee, Cellist
Rene Slataper, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the
acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym,
GTG.

CCLI#is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the
back right 2 pews.
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