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Order of Worship for April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter

For Your Meditation
The thief approaches with malicious intent, looking to steal, slaughter, and
destroy; | came to give life with joy and abundance.

John 10:10
WELCOME AND CENTERING CJ Wood
PRELUDE An den Frahling E. Grieg
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*OPENING HYMN “Come, Christian, Join to Sing” #267 GTG
*CALL TO WORSHIP Liz Nash

Jesus the Good Shepherd calls our names to come and follow.
His voice, speaking our names, draws us to him.

We follow without fear, for the Shepherd cares for us.
Our hearts rejoice and we can place our trust in the Good Shepherd.

Come, let us enter the gate with thanksgiving!
Let us go forth confidently with songs of praise! AMEN.

PRAYER OF OPENING Liz Nash
Merciful Liberator, we gather today inspired by the early church in Acts. Like
them, we devote ourselves to the apostles' teaching, to fellowship, to breaking
bread, and to prayer. Fill us with awe at Your presence and wonders. Knit our
hearts together in unity, that we may share with glad and sincere hearts and care



for any in need. Let our worship be true and our withess generous, that through
our community, all people find freedom, reconciliation, and liberation.

SIGNS OF PEACE Liz Nash
Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our
neighbors here around us and online.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “For the Healing of the Nations” #576 NCH

GOSPEL LESSON Acts 2: 42-47 Liz Nash
The community continually committed themselves to learning what the apostles
taught them, gathering for fellowship, breaking bread, and praying. Everyone felt
a sense of awe because the apostles were doing many signs and wonders
among them. There was an intense sense of togetherness among all who
believed; they shared all their material possessions in trust. They sold any
possessions and goods that did not benefit the community and used the money
to help everyone in need. They were unified as they worshiped at the temple day
after day. In homes, they broke bread and shared meals with glad and generous
hearts. The new disciples praised God, and they enjoyed the goodwill of all the
people of the city. Day after day the Lord added to their number everyone who
was experiencing liberation.

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Into a World of Light Pruitt/Shelton
REFLECTION “Spiritual Sight” CJ Wood
RESPONSE TO REFLECTION In Unison

The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;

He restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.



Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
| fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY CJ Wood

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate.
You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there
for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you
are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited
to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie
it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation
together in God’s love for all of creation.

OFFERTORY Largo from Sonata in D T. Vitali

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION CJ Wood

*SENDING SONG “Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us” #187 GTG



*BENEDICTION/BLESSING CJ Wood
POSTLUDE Allegro from Sonata in D T. Vitali

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite
you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more
about you and share more about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Liz Nash, Worship Leader
Reuel Nash, Usher
Carolyn Thompson, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Brigid Devers, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
CJ Wood, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.
CCLI#is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2
pews.

Scan the QR Code




