
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for April 19 2026 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 

For Your Meditation 

“The purpose of education… is to create in a person the ability to 

look at the world for himself, to make his own decisions… 

but also to ask questions of the universe.” 

― James Baldwin 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING    Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE    Air      J. Battishill 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” 

 #267 GTG 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP     Carolyn Thompson 

 

 Come, you who carry questions. 

 We come with minds still turning and hearts still searching. 

 

 Come, you who have argued, doubted, and wondered. 

 We bring our whole selves, uncertain and unfinished. 



 

 

 God meets us not in perfect answers, 

 But in the conversation that stretches us. 

 

 Where two or three are gathered… 

 Christ is already among us. 

 

 So come. 

 Let us journey, talk, and be changed together. 

 

PRAYER OF OPENING     Carolyn Thompson  

God of the road and the conversation, 

 you meet us in the middle of things; 

 in our questions, our disagreements, our searching. 

Quiet the parts of us that are afraid to be wrong. 

 Soften the parts of us that need to be right. 

 Open us to the possibility 

 that you might speak through one another. 

As we gather, 

 make this space wide enough for truth to grow 

 and gentle enough for us to be changed. 

Journey with us now, 

 whether we recognize you or not. Amen. 

SIGNS OF PEACE      Carolyn Thompson

 Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of 

peace with our neighbors here around us and online. 

 



 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Draw Us In the Spirit's Tether” 

 #337 NCH 

 

GOSPEL LESSON   Luke 24:13-35  Carolyn Thompson 

The Walk to Emmaus 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,  and talking with 

each other about all these things that had happened. While they 

were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 

with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he 

said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you 

walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, 

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 

stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 

taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” 

They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 

prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 

and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he 

was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 

the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some 

women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early 

this morning,  and when they did not find his body there they 

came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 

angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with 

us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 

they did not see him.”  Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you 

are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared!  Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 



 

these things and then enter into his glory?”  Then beginning with 

Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 

about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he 

walked ahead as if he were going on.  But they urged him 

strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 

the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.  

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and 

broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and 

they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight.  They said 

to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures 

to us?”  That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, 

and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 

together.  They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he 

has appeared to Simon!”  Then they told what had happened on 

the road and how he had been made known to them in the 

breaking of the bread. 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM   Be In Our Gathering     Ford 

 

REFLECTION  “Talking and Arguing”    Rene Slataper 

  

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY    Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the 

offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer 

net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in 

God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created 



 

in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also 

invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring 

with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God 

holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for 

all of creation. 

 

OFFERTORY   The Swan   C. Saint-Saens 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG  “This Is My Song”  #591 NCH 

 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING     Rene Slataper 

 

POSTLUDE  Giga from Sonata in C Major   A. Vitali 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined 

us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship 

so that we can learn more about you and share more about our 

church with you! 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 



 

Carolyn Thompson, Worship Leader  

Bill Beardall, Usher 

Lynn Chavarria, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Liz Lee, Cello 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the 

acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, 

GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the 

back right 2 pews. 

 

 


