
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for April 12, 2026 

Second Sunday of Easter 

 

For Your Meditation 

“The proof of the pudding is in the eating.” 

― Proverb 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING      Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE  Improvisation on My Shepherd Is the Living God   

    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “Come, Christians, Join to Sing ”  #267 GTG 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP       Barbara Burnham  

The doors may be locked, but still Christ comes. 

Christ stands among us and speaks peace. 

When fear closes in and hope feels distant, 

Christ breathes new life into weary hearts. 

Not just words, but wounds we can see, 

Not just promises, but love we can touch. 

Come, bring your doubts, your questions, your whole self. 

We come to meet the risen Christ among us. 

PRAYER OF OPENING       Barbara Burnham  

God of breath and broken doors, meet us here; 

 in whatever fear, doubt, or longing we carry. 



 

Breathe your life into us again. 

 Not as an idea, but as something real, 

 something we can feel, something we can become. 

Make us a people who embody your peace, 

 so that others might see, and trust, and live. Amen. 

SIGNS OF PEACE       Barbara Burnham

 Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our 

neighbors here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION  “In the Garden”   #237 NCH 

 

GOSPEL LESSON   John 20:19-31    Barbara Burnham  

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 

locked where the disciples were, for fear of those in town, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

Jesus and Thomas 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my 

finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have you 



 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have come to believe.” 

The Purpose of This Book 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 

life in his name. 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM   “How Beautiful ”    Paris/Larson 

 

REFLECTION  “Peace You Can Touch”    Rene Slataper 

  

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY     Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate. 

You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there 

for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation. 

 

OFFERTORY  “Romance from Concerto in D”  H. Wieniawski 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG   “We Walk By Faith”   #817 GTG 

 



 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING      Rene Slataper 

 

POSTLUDE  “Allegro from Concerto No. 2 in E”   J.S. Bach 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you! 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Barbara Burnham, Worship Leader  

Reuel Nash, Usher 

Carolyn Thompson Kay Pruett, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 

pews. 

 


