
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for March 08, 2026 

Third Sunday in Lent 

 

For Your Meditation 

“Hope is a song in a weary throat.” 

― Pauli Murray 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING    Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE  “Tempo de Mineutto”   F. 

Kreisler 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   

#366 GTG 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP     Carolyn Thompson  

 Come to the well of living water. 

  We come thirsty for truth, hope, and grace. 

Jesus meets us in unexpected places like at the edges of towns, 

beside ordinary wells, and in conversations we never saw coming. 

  We come ready to encounter Christ in surprising voices. 

The good news does not always arrive from the center of power. 



 

  Sometimes it comes from those the world overlooks. 

A woman once spoke of living water, and a whole city came to 

see for themselves. 

  Teach us to listen with open hearts. 

Teach us to recognize your Spirit at work in every life. 

   We come to worship the God who speaks through 

unexpected people. 

 Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 

  Come and See! 

 

PRAYER OF OPENING     Carolyn Thompson   

 

Gracious and boundary-crossing God, 

You meet us in ordinary places like 

 at wells, in conversations, and 

 in voices we might otherwise overlook. 

Open our hearts this day 

 so we may hear the wisdom that rises from the margins. 

Give us the humility to listen, 

 the courage to learn, 

 and the grace to recognize Christ wherever living water flows. 

Speak to us again through your word, 

 that our faith may deepen 

 and our love may grow wider. 



 

In the spirit of the one who meets us at every well, 

 we pray. 

Amen. 

  

SIGNS OF PEACE      Carolyn Thompson 

 Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of 

peace with our neighbors here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION   “There's a Wideness in God's 

Mercy”         #435 GTG 

 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 95 (inclusive) Carolyn Thompson  

A Call to Worship and Obedience 

O come, let us sing to the HOLY ONE; 

    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Let us come into her presence with thanksgiving; 

    let us make a joyful noise to her with songs of praise! 

For the LORD is a great God 

    and a great ruler above all gods. 

In their hands are the depths of the earth; 

    the heights of the mountains are theirs also. 

The sea is hers, for she made it, 

    and the dry land, which her hands have formed. 

O come, let us worship and bow down; 

    let us kneel before our Maker! 



 

For he is our God, 

    and we are the people of his pasture 

    and the sheep of his hand. 

O that today you would listen to her voice! 

    Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

    as on the day at Massah in the wilderness 

when your ancestors tested me 

    and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 

For forty years I loathed that generation 

    and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, 

    and they do not regard my ways.” 

Therefore in my anger I swore, 

    “They shall not enter my rest.” 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION  “Kyrie Eleison”     

GOSPEL LESSON   John 4:5-42  Carolyn Thompson       

So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of 

ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was 

there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. 

It was about noon. 

 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 

“Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  

The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask 



 

a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 

common with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered her, “If you knew the 

gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 

you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 

water.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the 

well is deep. Where do you get that living water?  Are you greater 

than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons 

and his flocks drank from it?”  Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 

drinks of this water will be thirsty again,  but those who drink of 

the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 

will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 

eternal life.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 

that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 

water.” 

 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.”  The 

woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, 

“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’  for you have had 

five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. 

What you have said is true!”  The woman said to him, “Sir, I see 

that you are a prophet.  Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship 

is in Jerusalem.”  Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the 

hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 



 

mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You worship what you do not know; 

we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.  But the 

hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 

these to worship him.  God is spirit, and those who worship him 

must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know 

that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, 

he will proclaim all things to us.”  Jesus said to her, “I am he, the 

one who is speaking to you.” 

 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 

speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, 

“Why are you speaking with her?”  Then the woman left her water 

jar and went back to the city. She said to the people,  “Come and 

see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot 

be the Messiah, can he?”  They left the city and were on their way 

to him. 

 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”  

But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know 

about.”  So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has 

brought him something to eat?”  Jesus said to them, “My food is 

to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work.  Do 

you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I 



 

tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 

harvesting.  The reaper is already receiving wages and is 

gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 

rejoice together.  For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 

another reaps.’  I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. 

Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 

 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 

woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.”  So 

when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 

them, and he stayed there two days.  And many more believed 

because of his word.  They said to the woman, “It is no longer 

because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 

ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM   “Peace Like a River”  Joel Raney 

 

REFLECTION  “Listening at the Well”    Rene Slataper 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY    Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the 

offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer 

net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in 

God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created 



 

in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also 

invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring 

with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God 

holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for 

all of creation. 

 

OFFERTORY  Mother and Child   William Grant Still 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG  “Shall We Gather at the River”  

#375 GTG 

 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING     Rene Slataper 

 

POSTLUDE   “Dancing Doll”    E. Poldini 

 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined 

us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship 

so that we can learn more about you and share more about our 

church with you! 

Leading In Today’s Service: 



 

Carolyn Thompson, Worship Leader  

Reuel Nash, Usher 

Kay P., Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the 

acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, 

GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the 

back right 2 pews. 

 

 

 


