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Providing a nurturing, safe, ond affirming community for all people to flourish
/
/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ

Order of Worship for March 29, 2026
Palm Sunday

For Your Meditation
“To bring about change, you must not be afraid to take the first
step. We will fail when we fail to try.”

— Rosa Parks
WELCOME AND CENTERING Rene Slataper
PRELUDE “Trio” N. Gade
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*OPENING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
#366 GTG
*CALL TO WORSHIP Lynn Chavarria

When the world tells us to stay quiet,

God calls us to speak with courage.

When the systems of power feel unshakable,

God reminds us that love can move the ground.

When we are tempted to withdraw or give in,

Christ invites us to walk the road of faithful resistance.
Come, let us worship the One who enters not with force, but with
love.



Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the
Lord!

PRAYER OF OPENING Lynn Chavarria

God of courage and compassion,

you enter our lives not with domination, but with presence.
In a world that feels unsteady,

teach us to trust the quiet power of love.

Open our hearts to hear your call,

steady our spirits for the road ahead,

and give us the courage to follow where you lead;
even when the ground beneath us begins to shake.

In the name of Christ,
Amen.

SIGNS OF PEACE
Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of
peace with our neighbors here around us and online.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
#216 NCH

FIRST LESSON Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  Lynn Chavarria
A Song of Victory

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!



Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that | may enter through them
and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord;
the righteous shall enter through it.
| thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God,
and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and | will give thanks to you;
you are my God; | will extol you.
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever.

MUSICAL MEDITATION “Kyrie Eleison”



GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 21:1-11  Lynn Chavarria

Jesus’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,
saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie
them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just
say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them
immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken
through the prophet:

“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,

humble and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they
brought the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and
he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed
were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil,
asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM “Lift High the Palms” Martin

REFLECTION “When the City Starts to Shake”
Rene Slataper

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rene Slataper
You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the
offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer
net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in
God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created
in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also
invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring
with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God
holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for
all of creation.

OFFERTORY “Deep River” (traditional) Arr. K. Rissland

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rene Slataper

*SENDING SONG “Lift High the Cross” #826 GTG



*BENEDICTION/BLESSING Rene Slataper
POSTLUDE “Allegro” J. Fiocco

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined
us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship
so that we can learn more about you and share more about our

church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Lynn Chavarria, Worship Leader
Jaime Hadley, Usher
Kay Pruett, Lynn Chavarria, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Liz Lee, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Rene Slataper, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the
acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym,
GTG.

CCLI#is11086713.



If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the
back right 2 pews.

Scan the QR Code




