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Order of Worship for March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent

For Your Meditation
“Without friends the world is but a wilderness.”
— Francis Bacon

WELCOME AND CENTERING Rene Slataper
PRELUDE “‘Minuett from the Septet Op. 20” L. van Beethoven
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*OPENING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #366 GTG
*CALL TO WORSHIP Bill Beardall

We come carrying what is heavy, what is hidden, what feels too far gone.

Yet we come, trusting that love still calls our name.

We come from places of grief and places of joy, from silence and from longing.
Yet we come, believing that life can rise again.

Where friendship is faithful, where love is present, where no one is left alone.

God is there, calling us back to life. Let us worship the God of resurrection
and relationship.



PRAYER OF OPENING Bill Beardall
Loving God,

You who do not stand far off,

but draw near;

near to our grief,

near to our questions,

near to the places in us that feel worn down or worn out.

Be present with us now.
Breathe into us again.

Where we feel buried, bring light.
Where we feel silent, call our name.
Where we feel alone, remind us of the love that surrounds us.

And in this time of worship,

help us be open;

open to your presence,

open to one another,

and open to the quiet, persistent power of resurrection
already at work among us.

We pray in the name of the One who weeps with us
and calls us back to life.

Amen.

SIGNS OF PEACE Bill Beardall
Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our
neighbors here around us and online.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
#377 GTG

FIRST LESSON Psalm 130 Bill Beardall



A Song of Ascents.

Out of the depths | cry to you, O LORD.

Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.

| wait for the LORD; my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;

my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.

O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.

It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

MUSICAL MEDITATION “Kyrie Eleison”

GOSPEL LESSON John 4:5-42 Bill Beardall

The Death of Lazarus

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his
feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This

illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God



may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days

longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?
Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this
world. But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.”
After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am
going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you
may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed
at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “Il am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,

the one coming into the world.”



When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in
the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See
how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes

of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed
you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked
upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. | knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so
that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,

“Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus

did believed in him.

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” arr. R Walters

REFLECTION “‘Love That Calls Us Back” Rene Slataper

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rene Slataper
You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate.
You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there
for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you
are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited
to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie
it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation
together in God’s love for all of creation.

OFFERTORY “Andante from Violin Concerto” Strauss

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rene Slataper
NEW MEMBER BLESSING (see insert for liturgy)
*SENDING SONG “For Everyone Born” #769 GTG
*BENEDICTION/BLESSING Rene Slataper
POSTLUDE “Allegro from Kindertrio in G” J. Klengel

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!



If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite
you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more
about you and share more about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Bill Beardall, Worship Leader
John Goff, Usher
Carolyn Thompson., Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Brigid Dever, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Rene Slataper, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.
CCLI#is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2
pews.

Many +
ways to
give omime

Scan the QR Code

Your small effort
can have a big
impact
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