
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for March 15, 2026 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 

For Your Meditation 

“May we not be ashamed of touching the wounds of those who suffer.” 

― Pope Francis 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING       Liz Nash 

 

PRELUDE   “Reigen seliger Geister”    W. Gluck 

    

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  #366 GTG 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP        Lucy Erda  

 

 Teacher, what shall we do to inherit eternal life? 

 We shall love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. 

 And we shall love our neighbor as ourselves. 

 But who is our neighbor? 

 A man once fell among thieves on the road. 

 Some passed by on the other side. 

 But one stopped with compassion. 

 He bound the wounds, lifted the burden, and showed mercy. 

 Go and do likewise. 

 Let us worship the Lord, who teaches us the way of mercy and love. 

 

 

PRAYER OF OPENING       Lucy Erda  



 

Merciful God, 

You have shown us the path of life: 

 to love you with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, 

 and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

As we gather in your presence today, 

 teach us again the way of compassion. 

 Turn our hearts toward those in need, 

 open our eyes to the suffering around us, 

 and guide our steps in the path of mercy. 

May our worship honor you, 

 and may our lives reflect the love 

 you have shown to us through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

   

SIGNS OF PEACE        Lucy Erda 

 Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our 

neighbors here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION   “Lead me, Guide me”   #740 GTG 

 

FIRST LESSON  1 Corinthians 12    (The Message)  

    

Reuel Nash & Lucy Erda 

Reuel: All of our gifts have a common origin but are handed out by the one Spirit 

of God. You can easily see how this kind of thing works by looking no further 

than your own body. Your body has many parts – arms, legs, organs, cells – but 

no matter how many parts you can name, you are still one body. 

Lucy: A body isn’t just a single part blown up into something huge. A body is all 

the different but similar parts arranged and functioning together. 



 

Reuel: What if I, the Foot, said, “Oh, I’m not elegant like the Hand. I can’t draw 

beautiful pictures and I don’t wear jewelry.” Would that make me any less a 

part of the body? 

Lucy: What if I, the Ear, said, “Oh, I’m not beautiful like the Eye, smiling, crying, 

and so expressive. I don’t even deserve to be in the Head?” Would that make 

me a second-rate body part? 

Reuel: I am the Eye. Can you imagine me saying to the Hand, “Get Lost! I don’t 

need you!” 

Lucy: I am the Hand. Can you imagine me saying to the Eye, “Forget it! You’re 

history!” 

Reuel: I am the Head. What if I said to the Mouth, “You’re fired! Your job has 

been phased out!” 

Lucy: I am the Mouth. What would happen if I said to the Head, “I can get along 

just fine without you!” 

Reuel: If one part of the body suffers, all parts suffer. If one part of the body is 

celebrated, all parts rejoice. 

Lucy: Some parts of the body may seem more important because they are 

more attractive or more visible. But really, if you had to choose, wouldn’t you 

prefer good digestion to lustrous hair? 

Reuel: The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our life 

as a spiritual community. In our church, every part is dependent on every other 

part. 



 

Lucy: If one part of our church hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt and 

in the healing. If one part flourishes and grows, every other part enters into the 

joy. We are all parts of the same body, the body of God in this world. 

ALL: We …. ARE THE CHURCH! 

MUSICAL MEDITATION  “Kyrie Eleison”     

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke  10: 25 -  37 (NKJV)  Lucy Erda  

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what 

shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” 

So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your 

neighbor as yourself.’ ” 

And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 

But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, 

and departed, leaving him half dead.  Now by chance a certain priest came down 

that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  Likewise a 

Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the 

other side.  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And 

when he saw him, he had compassion.  So he went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him 



 

to an inn, and took care of him.  On the next day, when he departed, he took out 

two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and 

whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’  So which of 

these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” 

And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” 

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM   “Won't you Be My Neighbor”   F. Rogers 

   

REFLECTION  “Neighboring as a Verb”   Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY      Liz Nash 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate. 

You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there 

for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation. 

 

OFFERTORY “Adagio from Sonata pathétique”  L. van Beethoven   

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION       Liz Nash 

*SENDING SONG  “Morning Has Broken”    #664 GTG 

 



 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING     Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper 

  

POSTLUDE   “Tambourin”     J. Birkenstock 

 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you! 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Lucy Erda, Worship Leader  

John Goff, Usher 

Lynn Chavarria, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Brigid Dever, Cello 

Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 

pews. 

 


