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For Your Meditation
“l would rather have questions that can't be answered than answers that can't be
questioned.”
— Richard Feynman

WELCOME AND CENTERING Rene Slataper
PRELUDE “Bourree” J. Krebs
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*OPENING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #336 GTG
CALL TO WORSHIP Bill Beardall

We come this day hoping to encounter Christ.

We come with burdens and questions that only He can answer.
May we open our hearts to Him.

May our lives be healed and strengthened for service. AMEN.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Bill Beardall
God, we are such stubborn people. We want to know all the answers. We find it
hard to place our trust even in your Son. When Jesus proclaims that we can have
a new life, we want to know how this is possible. How can we get rid of the old
burdens and difficulties and start over again? Wouldn't it be just like climbing
back into the womb to make a fresh start? We have misunderstood what Jesus
has said. New life is possible. We can place our trust in God'’s healing care.
Forgive us, and help us, gracious Lord. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.



WORDS OF ASSURANCE Bill Beardall
New life is given to you. You can place your trust in God and follow God’s way.
God is with you. AMEN.

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our neighbors
as well.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “My Soul Give Glory to My God” #119 NCH

FIRST LESSON Psalm 121 NRSVUE Bill Beardall

Assurance of God’s Protection - A song of Ascents

I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?

My help comes from the LoRb,
who made heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved;

he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lorb is your keeper;

the Loro is your shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day

nor the moon by night.

The Lorp will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.

The Lorp will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time on and forevermore.

MUSICAL MEDITATION Kyrie

GOSPEL LESSON John 3:1-17 Bill Beardall



Nicodemus Visits Jesus

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
that person.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God without being born from above. Nicodemus said to him, “How
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into
the mother’'s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that | said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not kno w where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very
truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet
you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one
has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son
of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be

saved through him.

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God” Larson



REFLECTION “‘Nicodemus, or the Courage to Ask Serious Questions”
Rene Slataper

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rene Slataper
You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. You
are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there for
you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you
are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited
to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie
it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation
together in God’s love for all of creation.

OFFERTORY ‘Adagio” A. Corelli

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rene Slataper
INVITATION TO THE TABLE Rene Slataper

THE LORD’S SUPPER

COMMUNION MUSIC “‘Bizet Adagietto” L’Arlesienne Suite
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rene Slataper
*SENDING SONG “O Lord My God” #625 GTG
*BENEDICTION/BLESSING Rene Slataper

POSTLUDE “Scherzo” P. Kohler



Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite
you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more
about you and share more about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Bill Beardall, Worship Leader
Liz Nash, Usher
Lynn Chavarria, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Henry Nachman, Cellist
Rene Slataper, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.
CCLI#is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2
pews.
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