The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
’/\\\ an Open and Affirming Congregation

Providing a nurturing, safe, ond affirming community for all people to flourish
/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for February 8, 2026
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

For Your Meditation
“‘Keep Shining; every storm runs out of rain.”

— Maya Angelou
WELCOME AND CENTERING Rene Slataper
PRELUDE “Chaconne” Handel
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*OPENING HYMN “What does the Lord Require of You?”
#70 GTG
*CALL TO WORSHIP Barbara Burnham

God in Christ has shown us the beauty of holiness.

We come now to express our gratitude to God with our best
gifts.

What are these gifts?

Our prayers, our praise, and the gifts of our hands.

These we should offer unto the Lord, but these are not all the
Lord asks. The Lord also asks that we break the yoke of tyranny
and let the oppressed go free.

We would do all that the Lord asks.



The Lord asks that we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and
house the homeless.

We would do all that the Lord asks.

The Lord asks that we attend the afflicted and give ourselves for
those in need.

We would do all that the Lord asks.

Then our light shall rise at midnight and our direction will be clear.
We will do all that the Lord asks.

PRAYER OF OPENING Barbara Burnham
Invisible God, you have revealed yourself to us in Jesus Christ,
sharing your own Spirit in communion with our spirit. As we come
to worship, disclose yourself more fully as we hear your written
word and pray in the Spirit of Jesus Christ. May a light be shown
for our direction today. Amen

SIGNS OF PEACE Barbara Burnham
Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of
peace with our neighbors here around us and online.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Arise, Your Light is Come”
#164 NCH

FIRST LESSON
Psalm 112:1-9 NRSVUE Barbara Burnham

Blessings of the Righteous



Praise the Lord!
Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments.
Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures forever.
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.
For the righteous will never be moved,
they will be remembered forever.
They are not afraid of evil tidings;
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.
Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever;
their horn is exalted in honor.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 5:13-20 Barbara Burnham

Salt and Light

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is
thrown out and trampled under foot.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.
People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket;



rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.

The Law and the Prophets

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
| have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a
letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom
of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM “The Deserted Garden” Price
REFLECTION “Shining What We’ve Been Given” Rene Slataper

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rene Slataper
You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the
offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer
net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in
God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created
in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also
invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring



with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God
holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for
all of creation.

OFFERTORY “La Lugubre” Couperin

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rene Slataper
*SENDING SONG “This is My Song” #591 NCH
*BENEDICTION/BLESSING Rene Slataper
POSTLUDE “Rigaudon” Rameau

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined
us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship
so that we can learn more about you and share more about our

church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:




Barbara Burnham, Worship Leader
John Goff, Usher
Lynn Chavarria, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Brigid Dever, Cellist
Rene Slataper, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the
acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym,

GTG.
CCLI#is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the
back right 2 pews.
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