
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for February 22, 2026 

First Sunday in Lent 

 

For Your Meditation 

“Faith, hard won, has taught me how to value the gains, losses, stand-offs and 

victories in my life. Many times the painful moments would not have been healed 

were it not for the road I traveled to faith—learning to trust the righteousness of 

God in spite of trouble and injustice.” 

― Dr. Delores Williams  

(Sisters in the Wilderness: The Challenge of Womanist God-Talk) 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING      Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE   “Romance, Op. 94 No. 3”  R. Schumann 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “What does the Lord Require of You?” #70 GTG 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP        Liz Nash  

Today the journey begins. Are you ready? 

There is so much I still have to do. I am not sure I’ll ever be ready. 

Let go of those things that chain you to despair. 

God, help me look and see the ways in which I have abandoned faith. 

Come, let us worship and feel the power of freedom in God. 

We open our hearts today to receive God’s freeing love. AMEN. 

 

PRAYER OF OPENING        Liz Nash 

 Holy One, 



 

We are constantly bombarded with temptations and enticements. When we yield 

or when we fail, who will help us? You, God, have come to our aid. You have 

been a balm to our ache. You teach us, counsel us, and guide us in the ways we 

should go. We rejoice in your unfailing love. Amen. 

  

SIGNS OF PEACE        Liz Nash

 Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our 

neighbors here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Forty Days and Forty Nights”  #205 NCH 

 

FIRST LESSON   Psalm 32  NRSVUE   Liz Nash 

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
    whose sin is covered. 
Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity 
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

While I kept silent, my body wasted away 
    through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
    my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
    and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
    and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah 

Therefore let all who are faithful 
    offer prayer to you; 
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters 
    shall not reach them. 
You are a hiding place for me; 
    you preserve me from trouble; 
    you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Selah 

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 
    I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
    whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
    else it will not stay near you. 



 

Many are the torments of the wicked, 
    but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD. 
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 
    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

MUSICAL MEDITATION  “Kyrie Eleison”   #13 Taize 

GOSPEL LESSON   Matthew 4:1-11    Liz Nash      

 The Testing of Jesus 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 

He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. The 

tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these 

stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, 

‘One does not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple,  saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 

written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

    and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 

 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their glory,  and he said to him, “All these I will give 

you, if you will fall down and worship me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Away with 

you, Satan! for it is written, 



 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 

    and serve only him.’ ” 

 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM  “Children of the God Who Made Us”   Hopson 

 

REFLECTION “The Voices that Speak in the Wilderness”   Rene Slataper 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY     Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate. 

You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there 

for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation. 

 

OFFERTORY  Serenade "Hassan"     F. Delius 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG  “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”  #175 GTG 

 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING      Rene Slataper 

 

POSTLUDE    “Vivace”     R. Clarke 



 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you! 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Liz Nash, Worship Leader  

Reuel Nash, Usher 

Carolyn Thompson, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Reece Chen, Viola 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 

pews. 

 

 

 


