The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
’/\\\ an Open and Affirming Congregation

Providing a nurturing, safe, ond affirming community for all people to flourish
/
/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for February 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

For Your Meditation
“Never forget that justice is what love looks like in public.”

— Cornel West

WELCOME AND CENTERING Rene Slataper

PRELUDE “Andante Dolorso from Concerto in C”
Vivaldi

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*OPENING HYMN “What Does the Lord Require of You?
#70 GTG

CALL TO WORSHIP Andrea Low

Come and hear the good news.

No matter what is happening in your life,
God’s blessing and love is with you.
Come and hear what God wants you to do:
live lives of justice and love and truth.
Come and get courage and strength

to be fools for Christ,

embracing peaceful values of belonging



rather than scornful ways of the world.

We’re here, ready to listen, open to change,
expecting to be blessed by our time together.
May it be so!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Andrea Low
Dear Holy Parent,

Far too often we desire to look wise

in the eyes of the world.

We have not spoken truth with our hearts.

We have said or done hurtful things to our friends.
We have forgotten our truest identity,

wandering into ways that are not yours.

We have lost the path even in worship,

focusing on form and words rather than deeds.
We have forgotten what true discipleship is.
Forgive us and help us live into becoming

the people you have created and called us to be:
people of justice and love and truth and humility
embracing our true identity,

even in the face of the world’s scorn and derision.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Andrea Low
God has called us and blesses us

when we live God’s ways and not the world’s.

God’s love embraces us

even when we fall short of what God desires

for our lives and actions.

Know that the God of blessing

loves and forgives us with a fierce tenderness.



And in so knowing, may our lives and souls
be transformed.

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace
with our neighbors as well.

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Draw Us in the Spirit’'s Tether”
#337 NCH

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 60:1-6 NRSVUE Andrea Low

God Challenges Israel

Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the LORD has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

“O my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!

For | brought you up from the land of Egypt

and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,

Aaron, and Miriam.

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,



and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

What God Requires

“With what shall | come before the LORD
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

GOSPEL LESSON 5:1-12 Andrea Low

The Beatitudes

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after
he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he began to speak
and taught them, saying:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.



“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM “| Believe in the Sun” Tucker

REFLECTION “Hope That Holds Us Together” Rene Slataper

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY Rene Slataper
You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the
offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer
net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in
God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created
in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also
invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring
with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God



holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for
all of creation.

OFFERTORY “Andante Tranquillo F” Mendelssohn

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rene Slataper
INVITATION TO THE TABLE Rene Slataper

THE LORD’S SUPPER

COMMUNION MUSIC “Arioso” W. Boyce

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rene Slataper
*SENDING SONG “Will You Come and Follow Me”

#726 GTG

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING Rene Slataper

POSTLUDE “Two Country Dances” Beethoven



Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined
us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship
so that we can learn more about you and share more about our
church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Andrea Low, Worship Leader
Jaime Hadley, Usher
Lynn Chavarria, Deacon
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Hannah Mindeman Shuman, Piano
Rene Slataper, Reflection

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the
acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym,
GTG.

CCLI#is11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the
back right 2 pews.



M a ny * Scan the QR Code
ways to
give

Your small effort
can have a big
impact
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