
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for January 4, 2026 

Epiphany 

 

For Your Meditation 

“When mindfulness is present, the Buddha and the Holy Spirit are already there.” 

― Thich Nhat Hanh, Living Buddha, Living Christ 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING    Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE “Menuetto from Trio Op. 1 No 3”  Beethoven 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy”     

NCH #23           

 

CALL TO WORSHIP       Andrea Low 

 

O Come, Let us Adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

The Star in the dark sky heralded His Coming. 

Led by the light of the Star, the Wise Ones came to pay homage. 

We, too, come to the stable, seeking the infant King. 

Come, Arise! Shine! Illumination has come. 

God’s direction of love is showing us the way. AMEN. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION      Andrea Low 

Creator, we confess that we have been wrapped up in our secular celebration of 

Christmas. We thoroughly enjoyed the music, the food, and the swirl of activities. 

We have looked happily at the Christmas lights and decorations, and yet we 

confess there are times we have chosen to ignore the people who are most in 

need of compassion and assistance during this time. We often feel overwhelmed 

by the demands on our resources and so we turn away and we put our heads in 

the sand or look away. Open our hearts today, precious Lord, and help us hear 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/996684


 

the cries of those in need. Bring us to an understanding of active discipleship in 

which we work helping others and thus serving and glorifying you. Heal us and 

give us courage and joy in your service. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE      Andrea Low 

As surely as the sun follows the moon, the light of God’s love, given to the world 

so long ago, is given for you, for healing and hope. You are beloved of God. In 

God’s name, receive the rays of warmth. AMEN.  

 

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our neighbors 

as well.  

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “What Star is This, With Beams So  

      Bright”   GTG #152 

 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 60:1-6 NRSVUE   Andrea Low 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth 

    and thick darkness the peoples, 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together; they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and rejoice 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 



 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense 

    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 2:1-12      Andrea Low 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem,  asking, “Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him 

homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him,  and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 

search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they 

set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star 

had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary, his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road. 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM   “Hallelujah Chorus”   Handel 

 

REFLECTION  “The Light That Cannot Be Put Out”   Rene Slataper 



 

 

  

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY     Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. You 

are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there for 

you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation. 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Rene Slataper 

Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for the gift of life and the gift of new 

life we find in Christ. In response, we offer you these blessings and we offer you 

our very lives, that they may bring healing and reconciling love to all of your 

creation. In goodness we pray, AMEN. 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE      Rene Slataper 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER       

 

COMMUNION MUSIC  “Preghiera from Piano Concerto No. 2” 

Rachmoninoff  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING      Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG  “Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” NCH #151 

 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING      Rene Slataper 

POSTLUDE  Scherzino on a French Carol Traditional Arr. D. Paxton 



 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you! 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Andrea Low, Worship Leader  

Jaime Hadley, Usher 

Kay P., Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 

pews. 

 

 

 


