
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for January 25, 2026 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

For Your Meditation 

“There is no delight in owning anything unshared.” 

― Seneca 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING      Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE    “Chaconne”    Handel 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy”  #23 NCH 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP        Lucy Erda 

     

We journey in dislocation. 

We live in groundlessness. 

We have experienced a centering point. 

A great direction guides us! 

God brings us joy! 

Rejoice before our God! 

 

PRAYER OF OPENING        

O God, our focus and our salvation, shelter us in your love. 

O God, our stronghold, keep us from danger. 

We come with shouts of joy to worship you this day. 

We come with song and music to celebrate your love and guidance. 

We come with longing to seek your presence. 

Be with us now, as we sing your praises. Amen. 

 

SIGNS OF PEACE        



 

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace with our neighbors 

here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”  #337 NCH 

 

FIRST LESSON    Isaiah 9:1-4  NRSVUE  Lucy Erda 

The Righteous Reign of the Coming King 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied exultation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

GOSPEL LESSON   Matthew 4:12-23  NRSVUE Lucy Erda 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers.  

And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.”  

Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As he went from there, he saw 

two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 



 

their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.  Immediately they 

left the boat and their father and followed him. 

Jesus Ministers to Crowds of People 

Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness 

among the people. 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM  “I Believe in the Sun”  

 

REFLECTION “Good News Begins in Galilee”    Rene Slataper 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY     Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the offering plate. 

You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there 

for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  “La Lugubre”   Couperin 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG  Will You Come and Follow Me  #726 GTG 

 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING      Rene Slataper 



 

POSTLUDE   “Rigaudon”     JP Rameau 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you! 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Lucy Erda, Worship Leader  

Reuel Nash, Usher 

Carolyn, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Brigid Dever, Cellist 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 

pews. 

 


