
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for January 18, 2026 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

For Your Meditation 

“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 

justice.” 

― Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING    Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE  “Menuett from Septett Op. 20”   

 Beethoven 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN  “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

 #23 NCH 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP      Lynn 

Chavarria 

Listen up, everyone! 

God has given us work to do. 

God has called each of us 

before we were even born. 

It was God who named us. 

It is God who claims us. 

The light of God’s love shines in us. 



 

Let’s shine God’s love into all the world! 

 

PRAYER OF OPENING      Lynn 

Chavarria 

God of Isaiah, 

You are our God too. 

You spoke to the prophets, 

but your message did not end with them. 

There is still work to be done, 

and we pray to hear your call. 

Help us joyfully claim our role 

as your beloved servants, 

knowing that you provide all that we need 

to do our work. 

You walked with us before we were even born, 

and you continue to hold us by the hand 

each and every day of our lives. 

We pray with the confidence of those 

who have been filled with your light. 

We pray with the assurance of those 

who have been called into fellowship 

with your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

SIGNS OF PEACE       Lynn 

Chavarria 

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace 

with our neighbors here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Lord of Sea & Sky/Here I am Lord” 

 #69 GTG 



 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  John 1:29-42 NRSVUE  Lynn 

Chavarria 

The Lamb of God 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, 

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.’  I myself did not know 

him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might 

be revealed to Israel.”  And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.  I 

myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 

remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  And I myself 

have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 

The First Disciples of Jesus 

 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples,  

and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is 

the Lamb of God!”  The two disciples heard him say this, and they 

followed Jesus.  When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 

said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 

staying?”  He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw 

where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It 

was about four o’clock in the afternoon.  One of the two who 

heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother.  He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 

have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed).  He 



 

brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are 

Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 

translated Peter). 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM  “Where There is Love”    Crane 

 

REFLECTION “Where the Rock Meets the Wing”   Rene Slataper 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY    Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the 

offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer 

net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in 

God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created 

in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also 

invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring 

with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God 

holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for 

all of creation. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC “If With All Your Hearts From ‘Elija’” 

 Mendelssohn 

 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  



 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG  “Let us Build a House”                

  #301 GTG 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING     Rene Slataper 

 

POSTLUDE  “Allegro from Sonata No. 4 in D”  

 Handel 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined 

us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship 

so that we can learn more about you and share more about our 

church with you! 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Lynn Chavarria, Worship Leader  

Kevin Dietz, Usher 

Lynn Chavarria, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the 

acronym, NCH. 



 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, 

GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 

 

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the 

back right 2 pews. 

 


