
 

 

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ 

Order of Worship for January 11, 2026 

The Baptism of Jesus 

 

For Your Meditation 

“Can you remember who you were before  

the world told you who you should be?” 

― Charles Bukowski, Poet 

 

WELCOME AND CENTERING    Rene Slataper 

 

PRELUDE “Giga from Sonata No. 3”   A. Corelli 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

*OPENING HYMN “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy”  

#23NCH 

          

*CALL TO WORSHIP     Barbara Burnham 

 

Welcome to worship this day! 

We have come seeking God’s blessings and love. 

They shall be given to you. 

We have come seeking forgiveness and healing. 

These will be offered to you. Open your hearts to receive God’s 

Good News. 

We open our hearts to all of God’s words and ways for us. 

AMEN. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/996684


 

PRAYER OF OPENING     Barbara Burnham 

Most wonderful God, 

foolish and flawed though we sometimes are, 

we too delight in your beloved Son. 

In his name we gather in the house of many praises, 

may the heavens be opened for us, 

that we may catch a glimpse of that Peace and Love 

the one that transforms our common days 

with a beauty not of our making but only of yours. 

In Christ’s name.  

Amen 

 

SIGNS OF PEACE      Barbara Burnham 

Just as we are given love and peace, we share signs of peace 

with our neighbors here around us and online. 

 

*HYMN OF REFLECTION “Longing for… Christ, Be Our Light”  

#314 G2G 

 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 42:1-9  (NRSVUE) Barbara Burnham 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 

    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 



 

He will not cry out or lift up his voice 

    or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, 

    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

He will not grow faint or be crushed 

    until he has established justice in the earth, 

    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

GOSPEL LESSON   Matthew 3:13-17  Barbara Burnham 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him.  John would have prevented him, saying, “I need 

to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way 

to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  And when Jesus 

had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 

the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 

descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from 

the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.” 

The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM  “How Can I Keep From Singing”  Lowry 



 

REFLECTION  “Beloved Before Beginning”   Rene Slataper 

 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY    Rene Slataper 

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place it in the 

offering plate. You are also invited to the table near the prayer 

net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your fingers in 

God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created 

in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also 

invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring 

with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God 

holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for 

all of creation. 

*DOXOLOGY        

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done.  

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION     Rene Slataper 

 

*SENDING SONG “How Firm a Foundation”  #407 NCH 

 

*BENEDICTION/BLESSING     Rene Slataper 

 

POSTLUDE  “Allegro from Sonata No. 3”  A Corelli 



 

Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined 

us! We invite you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship 

so that we can learn more about you and share more about our 

church with you! 

 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Barbara Burnham, Worship Leader  

Jaime Hadley, Usher 

Carolyn, Deacon 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rene Slataper, Reflection 

 

** When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the 

acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, 

GTG.  

CCLI# is11086713. 



 

 
If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the 

back right 2 pews. 

 
 

 


