
Release of Ministry Covenant with the Congregational Church of Austin and Rev. Ginny 
In recognition of healthy pastoral boundaries and in support of the Congregational Church 
of Austin’s transition to new pastoral leadership, the following covenant is agreed upon 
for the next 18 months: 
• There will be no intentional contact between Rev. Ginny Brown Daniel and members 

or friends of the Congregational Church of Austin (CCA). 
• There will be no contact on social media between Rev. Ginny and members or friends 

of CCA. 
• If a CCA member or friend dies during this period, Rev. Ginny will not officiate or 

participate in funeral or memorial services. 
• If Rev. Ginny and members or friends of CCA encounter one another in social settings 

or UCC–related gatherings, conversation will remain non-CCA-related. 
• Rev. Ginny will not provide pastoral care, including hospital visits, counseling, or 

pastoral calls, to members or friends of CCA. 
• Rev. Ginny will not attend worship at CCA or officiate any special services, including 

funerals, weddings, or baptisms. 
• After 18 months, Rev. Ginny will meet with the newly called pastor of the 

Congregational Church of Austin to discern and establish an appropriate relationship 
that honors pastoral boundaries and supports the congregation’s ongoing ministry. 

 
Liturgy of Farewell and Release of Ministry 

Greetings       Rev. Dr. CJ Wood, Committee on Ministry Chair, Heart of Texas Assoc. 
Our church family is constantly changing. People come and go. Babies are born, 

children grow up, people commit themselves to one another. Loved ones and friends among 
us come to the end of their lives. Individuals move into our community and church life.  
Others leave us, moving away to new places, experiences, and opportunities.  It is important 
and right that we recognize these times of passage, of endings and beginnings.  Today we 
share the time of farewell with Rev. Ginny as our Interim Pastor and Teacher as we end our 
ministry together. 
 
Recognition of the End of Ministry with the Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel 
 On August 22, 2023, the Congregational Church of Austin, United Church of Christ, 
called the Rev. Ginny Brown Daniel to serve as its Interim Pastor and Teacher. 
 
Rev. Ginny  I thank the Congregational Church of Austin, United Church of Christ, its 
members and friends, for the love, kindness, and support shown me these last two and a half 

years. I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. I am grateful for the ways my 
leadership has been accepted. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned with you. 
 
All We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you now leave 
to minister elsewhere. We express our gratitude for your time among us.  We ask your 
forgiveness for our mistakes. Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave 
us at your departure. 
 
Rev. Ginny I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together and 
our parting are pleasing to God. 
 
Vows of Release for the Congregational Church of Austin, United Church of Christ 

Do you, the members and friends of the Congregational Church of Austin, United 
Church of Christ, release the Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel from the duties as Interim Pastor 
and Teacher? We do, with the help of God. 

Do you promise to honor the Release of Ministry Covenant between the 
Congregational Church of Austin, UCC, and Rev. Ginny as you release Rev. Ginny as your 
Interim Pastor and Teacher? We do with the help of God. 

Do you offer your encouragement for her ministry as it unfolds in new ways? We 
do, with the help of God.  
 
Vows of Release for the Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel          Rev. Dr. CJ Wood   

Do you, Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, release the Congregational Church of 
Austin, United Church of Christ, from turning to you and depending on you? I do, with the 
help of God.  

Do you promise to honor the Release of Ministry Covenant between the 
Congregational Church of Austin and yourself as you release your ministry as Interim 
Pastor? I do with the help of God. 

Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here and on the 
relationship with another who will come to serve? I do, with the help of God.  
 

Witness of the United Church of Christ            Rev. Dr. CJ Wood   
On behalf of the Heart of Texas Association of the United Church of Christ, I witness to the 
words spoken: words of thankfulness, forgiveness, and release. The member churches of 
the Heart of Texas Association and the South Central Conference hold each of you in prayer. 
We pledge our support in the transitions signified in this service. Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Release of Ministry           Rev. Dr. CJ Wood 


