Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite you to
join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more about you and
share more about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Olffice Manager
Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher
Lucy Erda, Worship Leader
Michael Follis, Music Director
John Goff; Usher
Amy Harris, Violin
Liz Lee, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Hannah Mindeman Shuman, Piano

**  When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. When we

refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI#is 11086713.
If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 pews.
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Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory
You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. You
are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip
your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created in God'’s
image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited to take a prayer ribbon
(symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us
that God holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for all of creation.

The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
an Open and Affirming Congregation

/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

Providing a nurturing, safe, and affirming community for all people to flourish

408 W. 23rd Street Austin, TX 78705

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for 12/21/2025
4 Sunday of Advent
Hope Rising ~ An Advent Journey of Love
* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit.
Words for Centering Rev. Valerie Bridgeman
When I find myself rendered distraught by the world around me, as I imagine Mary must
have been, I remind myself that God works in and through chaos.

Ringing of the Bells

Prelude Arr. E. Rocherolle

Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella Traditional
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! Thank you for

leading us in worship with your presence!

*Hymn of Celebration

Soon and Very Soon! Please see insert

*Call to Worship Lucy Erda

In this Advent season, when hope keeps rising and guiding our steps, we gather to
remember a love that came to us in the most unexpected way.

Joseph’s quiet courage, Mary’s brave “yes,” and a dream whispering that God
shows up in the middle of our lives and creates new life among us!

We come hoping that this same love is with us. Love that steadies the anxious,
speaks truth in the night, and rises even in uncertainty.

Come, let us worship the One, who meets us right where we are and fills our
lives with Love.



Lighting of the Advent Wreath Lucy Erda

In a season when hope rises in uncertainty, we remember that Mary and Joseph’s
quiet courage reveal a love that chooses trust over fear and makes room for God’s
unexpected presence.

God invites us into a world where love takes risks, where compassion guides
our decisions, and where God’s love is born in the midst of ordinary life.

Today we light this candle for Love because God’s promise of love calls us to
practice courage in every part of our lives.

O God of Love, deepen our compassion and steady our hearts, so all people
may flourish in your peace.

Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 7:10-16 Lucy Erda
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the
test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord will give you a sign. Look, the
young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall
eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For
before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose
two kings you are in dread will be deserted.

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Matthew 1:18-25 Rev. Ginny

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God.

*Advent Carol Comfort, Comfort O My People **NCHI101

Prayers for God’s Beloved Community Rev. Ginny

Anthem O Radiant Christ Incarnate Word Robert Farlee
Reflecting in Community Where Do We Go From Here? Rev. Ginny
Mission Moment Christmas Fund Offering Rev. Ginny
Invitation to Generosity Rev. Ginny
Offertory Music Sheep May Safely Graze J. S. Bach
*Doxology Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia,
Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Lucy Erda
God of Love, bless these gifts that they may tend to the weary, uplift the vulnerable, and
nurture hope where it is fading. Let our giving reflect the love you plant within us, a love
that grows wider than fear and stronger than despair. Through these offerings, may love
guide our steps and ground our courage in the days to come. Amen.

*Advent Carol Now the Heavens Start to Whisper GTGY%
*Benediction Rev. Ginny
Beloved community of the Congregational Church of Austin. Go forth to be a nurturing
presence in a world that aches for compassion. Go forth to be a safe space where truth
can be spoken and every soul is honored. Go forth to be an affirming people—bold
enough to celebrate all whom God has made. And as you go, may God’s love hold you,
Christ’s justice guide you, and the Spirit’s peace sustain you—
so that all people may flourish. Amen.

Postlude Christians, Be Joyful J.S. Bach
You are invited to be seated and listen to the postlude as our gift to you from the Divine.
After the postlude, we will have a time of joys and concerns and prayer.

If you are visiting with us, you are invited to stay for as much or as little as you choose.



