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An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for 12/7/2025
2" Sunday of Advent
Hope Rising ~ An Advent Journey in Justice
* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit.

Words for Centering Sister Joan Chittister
Advent is the season that teaches us to wait for what is beyond the obvious. It
trains us to see what is behind the apparent. Advent makes us look for God in all
the places we have, until now, ignored...The process of finding God in the small
things of life is as profound as it is simple.

Ringing of the Bells

Prelude Peanuts Ice Skating V. Guaraldi
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel
*Hymn of Celebration Soon and Very Soon! **GTG384
*Call to Worship Bill Beardall

Friends of the Congregational Church of Austin, on this second Sunday of
Advent, why have you come to worship?

We come because of Isaiah’s quiet promise that even a stump can hold
new life. We carry our own hopes, questions, and longing for God’s future.

Isaiah once painted a picture of a world we can hardly imagine—wolves
resting beside lambs, children safe in every place, and justice woven so deeply that
the vulnerable are lifted first.

So here we are, listening and preparing for the One who brings life out
of stumps and is already shaping a just and peaceful way before us. Come, let
us worship the God who invites us into that rising hope of Advent!



Lighting of the Advent Wreath Bill Beardall

In a season when hope rises even from stumps and endings, we remember
that God’s new life is already taking root.

Isaiah invites us into a world where creation is restored, the vulnerable
are lifted first, and justice makes all things whole.

Today we light this candle for Justice — because God’s dream of a just world
calls us into courageous action.

O God of Justice, make us bold in compassion and steadfast in truth, so
all people may flourish in your peace. Amen.

Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 11:1-10 (from the Inclusive Bible)
Rev. Ginny

Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse, from Jesse's roots, a branch
will blossom: The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you- a spirit of wisdom and
understanding, a spirit of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge and reverence
for YHWH. You will delight in obeying YHWH, and you won't judge by
appearances, or make decisions by hearsay. You will treat poor people with fairness
and will uphold the rights of the land's downtrodden. With a single word you will
strike down tyrants; with your decrees you will execute evil people. Justice will be
the belt around this your waist - faithfulness will gird you up.

Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with
the young goat; the calf and the lion cub will graze together, and a little child will
lead them. The cow will feed with the bear; their young will lie down together. The
lion will eat hay like the ox. The baby will play next to the den of the cobra, and
the toddler will dance over the viper's nest. There will be no harm, no destruction
anywhere in my holy mountain; for as water fills the sea, so the land will be filled
with knowledge of YHWH. On that Day, the Root of Jesse will serve as a symbol
to the peoples of the world-nations will flock to you, and your home will be a place
of honor.

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Matthew 3: 1-4 Bill Beardall

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in
the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make the Lord’s paths straight.””



Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey.
This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God.

*Advent Carol Hope of the World **GTG734
Prayers for God’s Beloved Community Rev. Ginny
Anthem Again We Find Our Way arr. Thomas Keesecker
Reflecting in Community Rev. Ginny
Invitation to Generosity Rev. Ginny

The Sacrament of Communion
Communion Music Sicilienne Maria Theresa von Paradis

*Doxology Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and
Spirit One. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Bill Beardall
God of Justice, receive these gifts as signs of our longing for a world made whole.
Let what we offer today take root in acts of compassion, courage, and repair. May
our giving help all people flourish in your love, justice, and peace. Amen.

*Advent Carol Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming NCHI127
*Benediction Rev. Ginny
Postlude Carol of the Bells Mykola Leontovych

You are invited to be seated and listen to the postlude as our gift to you from the

Divine. After the postlude, we will have a time of joys and concerns and prayer.

If you are visiting with us, you are invited to stay for as much or as little as you
choose. We are grateful for your presence with us today!
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Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite
you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more
about you and share more about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Bill Beardall, Worship Leader
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher

Michael Follis, Music Director

Jaime Hadley, Usher
Amy Harris, Violin
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano

**  When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI# is
11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2

pews.

Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate.
You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there
for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you
are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited
to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie
it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation
together in God’s love for all of creation.
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