
Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite you to 

join us after worship for a time of fellowship! 
 

Leading In Today’s Service: 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Liz Nash, Worship Leader 

Reuel Nash, Usher 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 
 

**    When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. When we 

refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI# is 11086713.  

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 pews. 
 

From Rev. Ginny ~ Thank you for the honor of serving as your Interim Pastor and 

Teacher. Many thanks to the CCA Staff: Donna, Victor, Serge, Amy, Michael, Shao-Chu, 

Liz as well as the CCA church leadership! You are a small and mighty faith community, 

and God is not through with you yet!  

 
Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory  

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. You 

are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip 

your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created in God’s 

image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited to take a prayer ribbon 

(symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us 

that God holds the collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for all of creation.  

 
An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ  

Order of Worship for 12/28/2025  

1st Sunday after Christmas 

* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

Words for Centering                John Gehring, Catholic Theologian 

It’s tempting to turn Christmas into a safe holiday that asks little of us.  

But that would ignore the prophetic, subversive life of Jesus.  

Christians honor him on this holiday — and the rest of the year — only if we risk  

the scorn of the powerful to stand with the undocumented immigrant,  

the Muslim family viewed with suspicion, the refugee fleeing injustice. 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Prelude     Joy to the World   Arr. Adrienne Pedrotti Bingamon           

 

Welcome and Announcements               Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us!  

 

*Hymn of Celebration            Soon and Very Soon!            Please see insert 

 

*Call to Worship                  Liz Nash 

On this first Sunday after Christmas, we gather knowing that endings and beginnings 

often arrive together. We trust the God who is with us in every season.  

We come carrying gratitude for where we have been and courage for the 

journeys still unfolding. We give thanks for the paths behind us and open our hearts 

to what lies ahead. 

The Holy One who guided Mary, Joseph, and the Christ child meets us here—

steady, faithful, and near. We welcome God’s presence among us, guiding and sheltering 

us in love. 

Come, let us worship the God who goes with us in every season, shelters us in 

love, and leads us forward together. 



Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures     Psalm 148            Liz Nash 

Praise God! Praise God from the heavens; praise God in the heights! Praise God, all 

you angels of God; praise God, all you hosts of heaven! Praise God, sun and moon; praise 

God, all you shining stars! Praise God, highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

Let them praise the name of God, for God commanded and they were created. God 

established them forever and ever; God fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.  

Praise God from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and 

frost, stormy wind fulfilling God’s command! Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all 

cedars, wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! Rulers of the earth and 

all peoples, leaders and all judges of the earth, young women and young men alike, old and 

young together! Let them praise the name of the Sovereign, whose name alone is exalted, 

whose glory is above earth and heaven. God has raised up a horn for the people, praise for 

all the faithful, for the people who are close to God. Praise be to God! 

 

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Matthew 2:13–23        Rev. Ginny 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 

Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 

he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were 

two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then 

was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in 

Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 

consoled, because they are no more.”  

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 

who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 

mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 

Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a 

dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called 

Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will 

be called a Nazorean.” 

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God. 

 

*Christmas Carol  Go Tell It on the Mountain                    **NCH154 

Prayers for God’s Beloved Community                       Rev. Ginny   

 

Anthem     New Year         John Rutter  

 

Reflecting in Community   Blessings!                Rev. Ginny  

 

Invitation to Generosity                        Rev. Ginny  

 

Offertory Music     Kupelwieser         Walzer  F. Schubert 

 

*Doxology                Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, 

Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication                  Liz Nash  

God of every season, receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude for where we have been 

and our trust in where you are leading us. Bless the hands and hearts that offer them, and 

multiply these gifts so they may shelter the vulnerable, strengthen the weary, and nurture 

your beloved community. Amen. 

 

*Hymn of Parting  In the Midst of New Dimensions            NCH391 

 

Liturgy of Farewell and Release of Ministry with Rev. Ginny           Please see insert 

 

*Benediction            Rev. Ginny 

Beloved community of the Congregational Church of Austin.  

Go forth to be a nurturing presence in a world that aches for compassion.  

Go forth to be a safe space where truth can be spoken and every soul is honored.  

Go forth to be an affirming people—bold enough to celebrate all whom God has made.  

And as you go, may God’s love hold you, 

Christ’s justice guide you, and the Spirit’s peace sustain you—  

so that all people may flourish. Amen. 

 

Postlude     Romance Without Words              G. Fauré 

You are invited to be seated and listen to the postlude as our gift to you from the Divine.  

After the postlude, we invite you to join us for we will have a time of joys and concerns 

and prayer. We will then enjoy a potluck lunch in the fellowship area!  


