The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
‘/\\\ an Open and Affirming Congregation

Providing a nurturing, safe, and affirming community for all people to flourish
/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

408 W. 23rd Street Austin, TX 78705

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for 12/14/2025
3" Sunday of Advent
Hope Rising: An Advent Journey in Joy!
* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit.
Words for Centering Pope Leo XIV
The family of Nazareth in exile, Jesus, Mary and Joseph, emigrants in Egypt
and refugees there to escape the wrath of an ungodly king,
are the model...of all refugees of every condition who, beset by persecution or
necessity, are forced to leave their homeland, beloved family and dear friends for
foreign lands.

Ringing of the Bells
Prelude Adagio from Song without words  F. Mendelssohn
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! Thank you
for leading us in worship with your presence!

*Hymn of Celebration Soon and Very Soon! Please see insert

*Call to Worship Pam Tucker

Sing, O barren land! Rejoice, you weary hearts!

God’s promise is blossoming; joy cannot be silenced.

The desert bursts into bloom, and Mary’s song fills the air.

Our souls magnify the Holy One, who lifts up the lowly.

Come, people of God — hope is rising in joy.

And joy makes the journey sing again! Come let us worship our Advent
God!



Lighting of the Advent Wreath Pam Tucker

In a season when hope rises among the overlooked and the lowly, we
remember that Mary’s song proclaims joy that lifts up the humble and overturns
despair.

Mary invites us into a world where the hungry are filled, the weary are
strengthened, and joy becomes a sign of God’s renewing love.

Today we light this candle for Joy — because God’s promise of joy calls us
to sing, celebrate, and trust the goodness still unfolding among us.

O God of Joy, awaken delight within us and strengthen our spirits, so all
people may flourish in your love. Amen.

Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures Psalm 146:5-10 Pam Tucker

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
Sovereign their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to
the hungry. God sets the prisoners free; God opens the eyes of those who cannot
see. God lifts up those who are bowed down; God loves those who are righteous.
God watches over the strangers, and upholds the orphan and the widow, but the
way of the wicked God brings to ruin. The Sovereign will reign forever, your God,
O Zion, for all generations. Praise be to God!

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Luke 1:47-55 Rev. Ginny

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for
God has looked with favor on the lowliness of God’s servant. Surely, from now on
all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for
me, and holy 1s God’s name. God’s mercy is for those who fear God from
generation to generation. God has shown strength with God’s arm; God has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. God has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; God has filled the hungry with
good things, and sent the rich away empty. God has helped God’s servant Israel, in
remembrance of God’s mercy, according to the promise God made to our ancestors,
to Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar and to their descendants forever.”

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God.

*Advent Carol Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus **GTGS2

Prayers for God’s Beloved Community Rev. Ginny
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Anthem Pat-a-Pan Noel Ruth Elaine Schram

Reflecting in Community El Magnificat de Maria Rev. Ginny
Invitation to Generosity Rev. Ginny
Offertory Music Raindrop (Prelude) F. Chopin
*Doxology Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and
Spirit One. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Pam Tucker
God of Joy, receive these offerings as signs of our gratitude and our trust in your
unfolding future. May they become sources of comfort, courage, and justice for
those who long for good news. Use what we give—and who we are—to help joy
rise in every place you send us. Amen.

*Advent Carol My Heart Sings NCH106

*Benediction Rev. Ginny
Beloved community of the Congregational Church of Austin. Go forth to be a
nurturing presence in a world that aches for compassion. Go forth to be a safe
space where truth can be spoken and every soul is honored. Go forth to be an
affirming people—bold enough to celebrate all whom God has made. And as you
go, may God’s love hold you, Christ’s justice guide you, and the Spirit’s peace
sustain you—so that all people may flourish. Amen.

Postlude L'alert vieillesse F. Poulenc
You are invited to be seated and listen to the postiude as our gift to you from the
Divine. After the postlude, we will have a Town Hall Gathering to update us on
the development project. If you are visiting with us, you are invited to stay for as

much or as little as you choose.
We are grateful for your presence with us today!



Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite
you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more
about you and share more about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher

Kevin Dietz, Usher

Michael Follis, Music Director
Amy Harris, Violin

Liz Lee, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano
Pam Tucker, Worship Leader

**  When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI# is
11086713.

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2

pews.

Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate.
You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there
for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you
are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited
to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie
it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation
together in God’s love for all of creation.
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