
 

Lessons and Carols of the Birth of Jesus Christ 
The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 
*Please stand as you are able in body or spirit. 

 

Prelude     

 

Welcome                                   Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel 

 

*Call to Worship                  Reuel Nash 

O come, o come, Emmanuel, on this holy night, where God invites us to worship and 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. O Holy Night! 

Emmanuel invites us to hear familiar stories and sing beloved carols as a reminder 

that God is always with us in our moments of need. O Holy Night! 

Emmanuel invites us to receive communion as the blessing that God’s love is always 

nourishing us for the new life born among us. O Holy Night! 

Emmanuel invites us to light our candle of God’s love in this darkened sanctuary 

to remember that, like Jesus, each of us carries God’s light into the world. O Holy Night! 

Come, let us worship God, our Creator! 

 

*Advent Carol   O Come, O Come Emmanuel                J.M. Neale 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and with thy 

captive people dwell; 

Who mourn in lonely exile here, until the 

Child of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 

us in peace to dwell. 

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; Disperse 

the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s 

dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! 

Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us in 

peace to dwell. 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and 

order all things, far and nigh; 

To us the path of knowledge show, and 

cause us in her ways to go. Rejoice! 

Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us in 

peace to dwell. 

 

O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples 

in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the 

whole world with heaven’s peace. Rejoice! 

Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us in 

peace to dwell.

Joseph and His Dream 
Reading of the Nativity Story Matthew 1:18-25              Rev. Ginny 

Lighting of the Candle of Hope                         Rev. Ginny  

Choral Anthem              What Sweeter Music               John Rutter 



 

Taxes and Family 
Reading of the Nativity Story  Luke 2:1-7              Reuel Nash 

Lighting the Candle of Peace                   Reuel Nash 

*Advent Carol    In the Bleak Midwinter                       Christina G. Rossetti

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made 

moan; Earth stood hard as iron, water like 

a stone; Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

snow on snow,  

In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God transcends all heaven, earth and 

its domain; Heaven and earth shall flee 

away when Christ comes to reign: In the 

bleak midwinter a stable place Sufficed the 

Sovereign God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

Angels and archangels may have gathered 

there; Cherubim and seraphim thronged 

the air; But his mother only, in her maiden 

bliss, 

Worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

 

What can I offer, poor as I am? If I were a 

shepherd, I would bring a lamb; If I were a 

wise one, I would do my part; But what I 

can I offer: all my heart. 

 

Mary’s Pregnancy 
Reading of the Nativity Story  Luke 2:15-20                 Rev. Ginny  

Lighting of the Candle of Love          Rev. Ginny 

Choral Anthem   Jesus Christ the Apple Tree                Elizabeth Poston 

  

Shepherds and Strangers 

Reading of the Nativity Story  Luke 2:8-14              Reuel Nash 

Lighting of the Candle of Joy                                 Reuel Nash 

*Advent Carol    Away in a Manger                     James R. Murray  
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. Bless all 

the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

Angels and Stars to Guide the Way 
Reading of the Nativity Story The God We Hardly Knew~Bishop Oscar Romero Rev. Ginny 



 

Pastoral Prayer                   Rev. Ginny 

Choral Anthem    Selections from “Messiah”             G.F. Handel 
 

The Innkeeper, Animals, and Community of Jesus’ Birth 
Reading of the Nativity Story  The Work of Christmas~Rev. Howard Thurman      Reuel Nash 

Invitation to Generosity                 Rev. Ginny 

Choral Anthem   In Dulci Jubilo               Matthew Culloton 

 

*Doxology                                     Tune, Away in a Manger 

Praise God for these gifts that we offer today  

And bless them for good in the world this we pray. 

Praise Jesus, the Christ-Child, our Hope and our Stay, 

The Spirit, our Keeper, our guide on the way. 

 

Jesus’ Birth and Our Praise 
Reading of the Nativity Story Say the Light ~ Jan Richardson                    Reuel Nash 

Advent Carol   O Come, All Ye Faithful    
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 

triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem! Come, and behold Him, Born 

the King of angels! 

O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us 

adore Him; O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 

 

2 True God from true God, Light from light 

eternal, Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Very God, begotten not created! O come, let 

us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him; O 

come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest! O 

come, let us adore Him; O come, let us 

adore Him; O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord! 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,  

Born this happy morning; Jesus, to Thee be 

all glory giv'n! Word of the Father, now in 

flesh appearing!  O come, let us adore Him; 

O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us 

adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

The Sacrament of Communion    

Choral Anthem    Weihnachten                   Felix Mendelssohn 

 

God’s Love is Born on This Silent Night 

* Lighting of Candles            Rev. Ginny 

 



 

*Advent Carol     Silent Night                         Joseph Mohr

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright. Round yon virgin mother and child.  

Holy infant so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht, Alles schläft; einsam wacht 

Nur das traute hochheilige Paar. Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh! 

 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face,  

With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus Lord at thy birth. 

 

*Benediction                             Rev. Ginny 

      

* Postlude    

 
Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us!  

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 pews.  

Please join us after the service for Wassail and cookies in the fellowship area. 
 

Leading In Tonight’s Service: 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Lynn Chavarria, Deacon 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor 

Brigid Dever, Cello 

Michael Follis, Director of Music 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Liz Nash, Usher  

Reuel Nash, Worship Leader 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Kay Pruett, Deacon 

Carolyn Thompson, Deacon

 

The Congregational Church of Austin Choir 

Benedict Anwukah, Bass 

Nicholas Bennett, Bass 

Patrick Berry, Tenor 

Natalie Brennan, Soprano 

Malachi Burke, Bass 

Barbara Burnham, Soprano 

Lucy Erda, Alto 

Lee Ashlee Fletcher, Alto 

Amy Harris, Alto 

Abby Kasberg, Soprano 

Kara Kasberg, Alto 

Laura Martin, Alto 

Michael Ross, Bass 

Chris Vineis, Soprano 

Braden Weitzel, Tenor 


