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An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ  

Order of Worship for 11/9/2025  

22nd Sunday After Pentecost 

* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

 

 
Words for Centering                                     Dr. Cornel West 

Never forget that justice is what love looks like in public. 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Prelude     Allegro Moderator from Sonata II            J. Chevalier

           

Welcome and Announcements                        Rev. Dr. CJ Wood     

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us!  

Thank you for leading us in worship with your presence!  

 

*Hymn of Celebration            We Walk in Love       Please see insert 

 

*Call to Worship                  Rev. Dr. CJ Wood     

Friends and neighbors, come, let us gather with open hearts, celebrating that 

the reign of God is here in the West Campus of Austin! 

The reign of God is among us, woven into the fabric of our community, 

as we share one another’s burdens, listen with compassion, forgive, and begin 

again. 

The reign of God is alive in our laughter and our longing, in our work for 

justice and our hope for peace. 

Come, let us worship the God who dwells among us, building beloved 

community where all people may flourish in God’s love, justice, and peace. 
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Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures    Haggai 1:15b-2:5, 9    Rev. Dr. CJ Wood 

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the 

Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: “Speak now to Zerubbabel son of 

Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and 

to the remnant of the people, and say: Who is left among you who saw this house 

in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? 

Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son 

of Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the 

Lord; work, for I am with you, says the Lord of hosts,  according to the promise 

that I made you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not 

fear. 

The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the 

Lord of hosts, and in this place, I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.” 

 

 

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Luke 17:20-21  Rev. Dr. Jo Hudson 

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the reign of God was coming, 

and Jesus answered, “The reign of God is not coming with things that can be 

observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the reign 

of God is among you.” 

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*Hymn of Reflection  For the Beauty of the Earth         **NCH28 

 

Prayers for God’s Beloved Community                 Rev. Dr. CJ Wood  

 

Special Music    Song of Gratitude          C. Hella Johnson 

 

Reflecting in Community                                Rev. Dr. Jo Hudson 

 

Invitation to Generosity                            Rev. Dr. CJ Wood  

You are invited to financially give so that we can continue to serve our neighbors 

in Austin and throughout the world. Your generosity can be with cash, a check, or 

scanning the QR code to give online (see the back of this bulletin). Thank you for 

your generosity. 

 



 3 

Offertory Music      Dreamers              D. Kabalevsky

          

*Doxology         Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication                  Rev. Dr. CJ Wood  

Holy One, receive these gifts as signs of our shared life in your reign of love and 

justice. May these gifts bless our neighbors as we strengthen community, lift 

burdens, and nurture hope where it is most needed. Amen. 

 

*Sending Song  O How Glorious, Full of Wonder                           NCH558 

 

*Benediction                  Rev. Dr. Jo Hudson 

 

Postlude    Tempo de Menueto                     F. Kreisler 

You are invited to be seated and listen to the postlude as our gift to you from the 

Divine. After the postlude, we invite you to join us for a time of fellowship!  

We are grateful for your presence with us today! 

 

 

 

We are delighted to welcome the Rev. Dr. Jo Hudson to our pulpit this Sunday. 

She most recently served as Pastor of New Church, UCC in Dallas, and from 

2004 to 2013 she was Senior Pastor of Cathedral of Hope, UCC,Dallas. Dr. 

Hudson is also adjunct professor at Brite Divinity School, has served on the 

Board of Trustees of Eden Theological Seminary and as Chair of the Board of the 

South Central Conference. Welcome, Rev. Hudson, to the Congregational Church 

of Austin, UCC! 
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Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you!  

 
Leading In Today’s Service: 

Rev. Dr. Jo Hudson, Guest Preacher 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Jaime Hadley, Usher 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Rev. Dr. CJ Wood, Worship Leader 

 

**    When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI# is 

11086713.  

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 

pews. 

 

 
Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory  

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. 

You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there 

for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation.  


