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An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ  

Order of Worship for 11/30/2025  

1st Sunday of Advent 

Hope Rising ~ An Advent Journey! 

* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

 

Words for Centering                       Barbara Kingsolver 

The very least you can do in your life is figure out what you hope for.  

And the most you can do is live inside that hope.  

Not admire it from a distance but live right in it, under its roof. 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Prelude     The Coventry Carol  Traditional   Arr. J. Southbridge       

 

Welcome and Announcements              Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us!  

Thank you for leading us in worship with your presence!  

 

*Hymn of Celebration            We Walk in Love       Please see insert 

 

*Call to Worship         

Friends and neighbors, continuing our spirit of Thanksgiving, we offer our 

gratitude to God through our worship together. 

With thankful hearts, we pause to ask: where do we see hope rising 

around us? 

As we begin our Advent journey, we embrace our theme: Hope Rising — the 

holy call to prepare for the birth of God’s love made present among us. 

We open ourselves to God’s presence in the journey of struggle and 

challenge we experience. 
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Advent invites us to prepare our lives through expressions of peace, justice, 

joy, and love. 

Hope is rising — and we rise with it. Come, let us worship God! 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace         Kevin Dietz 

Advent is a season of rising hope. Each candle we light marks our trust that 

God is at work as we prepare for God’s love to be born among us. 

Today we light the Advent candle of Peace, reminding us that hope rises 

when we choose understanding over fear. 

May this flame guide our steps toward the peace of Christ. 

O God of Peace, teach us your ways. Let your peace take root in us so all 

people may flourish in your love, justice, and compassion. Amen. 

 

Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures     Isaiah 2:1-5      Kevin Dietz  

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to 

come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may 

walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 

Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 

many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 

pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 

war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Romans 13:11-14      Rev. Ginny 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 

night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 

put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires. 

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God. 
 

*Advent Carol  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                        **NCH116 
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Prayers for God’s Beloved Community                            Rev. Ginny

    

Anthem       

 

Reflecting in Community         Hope Rises in Being Woke!      Rev. Ginny  

 

Invitation to Generosity                               Rev. Ginny  

 

Offertory Music  Pastoral Symphony from "The Messiah"         G.F. Handel

         

*Doxology            Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and 

Spirit One. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication                     Kevin Dietz 

Holy One, we offer these gifts in the spirit of Advent, trusting that hope is rising 

among us. Receive what we bring — our gratitude, our resources, and our longing 

for peace — and shape them into acts of love that help all people flourish. May our 

giving awaken us to your presence and prepare us for the birth of your transforming 

love. Amen.   

    

*Advent Carol  Come, O Long Expected Jesus                     NCH122 

 

*Benediction                 Rev. Ginny 

Beloved community of the Congregational Church of Austin. 

Go forth to be a nurturing presence in a world that aches for compassion. 

Go forth to be a safe space where truth can be spoken and every soul is honored. 

Go forth to be an affirming people—bold enough to celebrate all whom God has 

made. And as you go, may God’s love hold you, Christ’s justice guide you, and 

the Spirit’s peace sustain you—so that all people may flourish. Amen. 

 

Postlude    Finale from Trio in B-flat                       J. Haydn 

You are invited to be seated and listen to the postlude as our gift to you from the 

Divine. After the postlude, we will have a time of joys and concerns and prayer.  

If you are visiting with us, you are invited to stay for as much or as little as you 

choose.  We are grateful for your presence with us today! 
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Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you!  

 
Leading In Today’s Service: 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher 

Kevin Dietz, Worship Leader 

Michael Follis, Music Director 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Liz Lee, Cello 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Liz Nash, Usher 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

 

**    When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI# is 

11086713. If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back 

right 2 pews. 

 

 
Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory  

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. 

You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there 

for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation.  


