The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,
/\\ an Open and Affirming Congregation
Providing a nurturing, safe, and affirming community for all people to flourish

/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

408 W. 23rd Street Austin, TX 78705

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for 11/23/2025
Reign of Christ Sunday

* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit.

Words for Centering Meister Eckhart
If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.

Ringing of the Bells
Prelude Meditation from Thais J. Massenet
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us!
Thank you for leading us in worship with your presence!

*Hymn of Celebration We Walk in Love Please see insert

*Call to Worship John Goff

Beloved community, we gather to worship the God who renews and restores.
God’s love rises like the dawn.

Today is the reign of Christ Sunday: Christ’s reign of radical hospitality,
justice with the powerless, and abundant love leads us as people of faith!

Today we also celebrate new beginnings in our shared ministry and joyfully
welcome Michael Follis as our new Music Director. May our songs rise in gratitude
for all that God is doing among us.

Come, let us worship the One who guides our feet into the way of peace—
the Christ who reigns through hospitality, justice, music, and love.



Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures Jeremiah 23:1-6 John Goff

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture, says
the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the Lord.

Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where
I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful
and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they
shall not fear any longer or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Luke 1:68-79 Rev. Ginny

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for God has looked favorably on God’s
people and redeemed them. God has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house
of God’s servant David, as was spoken through the mouth of the holy prophets
from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all
who hate us. Thus God has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has
remembered the holy covenant, the oath that was sworn to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve God
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before God all our days.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go
before the Lord to prepare the way, to give knowledge of salvation to God’s people
by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on
high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God.

*Hymn of Reflection The Church’s One Foundation **NCH386
Prayers for God’s Beloved Community Rev. Ginny
Anthem A Simple Song of Praise J. Leavitt
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Reflecting in Community Benedictus! Rev. Ginny

Invitation to Generosity Rev. Ginny
You are invited to financially give so that we can continue to serve our neighbors
in Austin and throughout the world. Your generosity can be with cash, a check, or
scanning the OR code to give online (see the back of this bulletin). Thank you for
your generosity.

Offertory Music Cavatina C. Bohm

*Doxology Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and
Spirit One. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication John Goff
Generous God, we offer these gifts as signs of our gratitude and hope in your
renewing work among us. Bless the hands that give and the ministries that will
grow through them, including the music that will lift our hearts in praise. May all
we share today reflect the reign of Christ—your radical hospitality, your justice
with the powerless, and your abundant love for all.

*Sending Song Be Thou My Vision GTG450

*Benediction Rev. Ginny
Beloved community of the Congregational Church of Austin.
Go forth to be a nurturing presence in a world that aches for compassion.
Go forth to be a safe space where truth can be spoken and every soul is honored.
Go forth to be an affirming people—bold enough to celebrate all whom God has
made. And as you go, may God’s love hold you, Christ’s justice guide you, and
the Spirit’s peace sustain you — so that all people may flourish. Amen.

Postlude Polonaise C. Bohm
You are invited to be seated and listen to the postiude as our gift to you from the
Divine. After the postlude, we invite you to join us for our Potluck Lunch! If you
didn’t bring a dish, we have plenty to share! Please join us!
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Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite
you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more
about you and share more about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher
Michael Follis, Music Director
John Goff, Worship Leader
Amy Harris, Violin
Liz Lee, Cello
Andrea Low, Usher
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries
Shao-Chu Pan, Piano

**  When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH.
When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI# is
11086713. If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back

right 2 pews.

Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate.
You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there
for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you
are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited
to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie
it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation
together in God’s love for all of creation.
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