Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC!
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite you to join
us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more about you and share more
about our church with you!

Leading In Today’s Service:
Victor Cardenas, Custodian
Donna Cravens, Office Manager
Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher
Jaime Hadley, Usher
Amy Harris, Violin
Liz Lee, Cello
Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano

Michael Ross, Worship Leader

**  When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. When we refer

to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI#is 11086713.
If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 pews.

Scan the QR Code

Your small effort
can have a big
impact

<%

Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory
You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. You are
also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there for you to dip your
fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you are created in God’s image
and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the
prayers you bring with you today) and tie it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the
collective prayers of creation together in God’s love for all of creation.

The Congregational Church of Austin, UCC,

’/‘\ \ an Open and Affirming Congregation

Providing a nurturing, safe, and affirming community for all people to flourish
/ in God’s love, justice, and peace!

408 W. 23rd Street Austin, TX 78705

An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ
Order of Worship for 11/16/2025
23 Sunday After Pentecost
Generosity Sunday
* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit.
Words for Centering Kahlil Gibran
Generosity is not in giving me that which I need more than you do,
but it is in giving me that which you need more than I do.

Ringing of the Bells

Prelude

Andante con moto from Symphony in C-minor F. Schubert

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel

*Hymn of Celebration We Walk in Love Please see insert
*Call to Worship Michael Ross

Friends and neighbors, come, let us rejoice in the God whose generosity is abundant!

God is making all things new, where weeping is no more and every person may
live in peace and plenty.

We come, grateful for the work of our hands and the fruit of our lives. We come to
build, plant, share, and bless.

Before we call, God answers; Before we listen, God is still speaking.

On this Generosity Sunday, we offer our pledges not out of duty but out of joy—
trusting that our gifts become seeds of hope in God’s new creation.

Come, let us worship the One whose very nature is Divine Generosity—creating,
delighting, and inviting us into the abundance of love.



Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 65:17-22 Rev. Ginny

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating, for [ am
about to create Jerusalem as a joy and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and
delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it or the cry of distress.
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days or an old person who does not
live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one
who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days
of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands.

Reading of the Christian Scriptures 2 Thessalonians 3:6-9, 13 Michael Ross

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received
from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we
were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor
we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we
do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. Siblings, do not be weary
in doing what is right.

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God.

Generosity Testimonial Bill Beardall
*Hymn of Reflection What Gift Can We Bring? **NCH370
Prayers for God’s Beloved Community Rev. Ginny
Sharing of Our Worship Gifts Lucy Erda
Reflecting in Community Abundance in the Midst of Scarcity Rev. Ginny
Commitment and Blessing of the 2026 CCA Pledge Cards Rev. Ginny

We have been blessed with God’s love in many forms throughout our lives. This
morning, you are invited to consider pledging what you can give to the Congregational Church
of Austin, UCC, financially and with your time and energy for the upcoming year. Members

and friends of CCA are invited to come forward with your family and turn in your pledge card
as well as your weekly offering in the offering plate.

If you are visiting with us, we welcome you to participate as much or as little as is
comfortable for you. We will have blank cards so that everyone can share one thing they
commit to generously doing in 2026 to further God’s love in the world. You don’t have to put
anything in the offering plate. You are invited to come forward and make a commitment to
God that you will seek to be more generous in your life in this upcoming year or you can simply
remain in your seat in prayer.
Offertory Music Berceuse de Jocelyn B. Godard
*Doxology Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia,
Alleluia. Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication for 2026 Pledges Rev. Ginny

Holy and Gracious God, we gather today with hearts full of gratitude for the blessings
that flow through this community of faith.

On this Generosity Sunday, we offer these pledge cards to you as symbols of our
commitment to love, justice, and peace.

Bless each card virtual and onsite, each family and the hands, minds, and souls that
prepared them. May these promises reflect the abundance of your love and the strength of our
shared vision.

We ask that you inspire us with courage and creativity, to give boldly, serve
joyfully, and trust in the work we can do together.

May these offerings support the flourishing of all people, the pursuit of justice, and the
building of a just world where love guides every step.

In our giving, may we embody your spirit of generosity, so that your Beloved
Community of compassion and wholeness may take root and grow in our lives and our
world. Amen.

*Sending Song Take My Gifts NCH562
*Benediction Rev. Ginny
Postlude Allegro from Sonate in D D. Buxtehude

You are invited to be seated and listen to the postlude as our gift to you from the Divine.
After the postlude, we invite you to join us for a time of fellowship!



