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An Open & Affirming Congregation in the United Church of Christ  

Order of Worship for 10/19/2025  

19th Sunday After Pentecost 

* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit. 

 
Words for Centering                           Langston Hughes 

Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die,  

life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly. 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Prelude    Rondino on a Theme by Beethoven           F. Kreisler  

 

Welcome and Announcements              Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel 

If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us!  

Thank you for leading us in worship with your presence!  

 

*Hymn of Celebration      Lead with Love    Please see insert       

 

*Call to Worship                    Andrea Low 

Friends and neighbors, as we gather to worship—some of us are weary, some 

hopeful, yet all beloved of God. 

We come to pray with our lives: persistent, hopeful, unrelenting in love. 

God is heard in the cries of the widow, the worker, the refugee, the child. 

God’s justice is not delayed forever; God’s compassion breaks forth like 

dawn. 

Friends and neighbors, do not lose heart. Keep showing up. Keep believing. 

For we are people of faith who will not rest until all creation flourishes 

in God’s love, justice, and peace. Come, let us worship God. 
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Reading of the Hebrew Scriptures  Jeremiah 31:31-34     Andrea Low  

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their spouse, says the 

Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

Reading of the Christian Scriptures Luke 18:1-8       Rev. Ginny 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 

respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 

saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ For a while he refused, but later he 

said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet 

because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice so that she may not 

wear me out by continually coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust 

judge says. And will not God grant justice to God’s chosen ones who cry to God 

day and night? Will God delay long in helping them? I tell you, God will quickly 

grant justice to them. And yet, when the Child of Humanity comes, will God find 

faith on earth?” 

This is the spirit of God’s love. Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn of Reflection  God, You Hear Our Weary Praying    C.W. Gilette 

 

Prayers for God’s Beloved Community                            Rev. Ginny

   

Sharing of Our Worship Gifts We are a Gentle, Angry People             Video 

This song was written by Holly Near on the day that Harvey Milk and George 

Moscone were assassinated in 1978.  

We are a gentle, angry people and we are singing, singing for our lives. 

We are a land of many colors and we are singing, singing for our lives. 

We are a peaceful, loving people and we are singing, singing for our lives. 

We are a peaceful, loving people and we are singing, singing for our lives. 
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Reflecting in Community                                   Rev. Ginny  

 

Invitation to Generosity                             Rev. Ginny  

You are invited to financially give so that we can continue to serve our neighbors 

in Austin and throughout the world. Your generosity can be with cash, a check, or 

scanning the QR code to give online (see the back of this bulletin). Thank you for 

your generosity. 

 

Offertory Music    Adagio from Concerto in g minor         

 

*Doxology            Tune, All Creatures of Our God & King 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication                    Andrea Low 

Persistent and loving God, you hear the cries of your people and call us to join you 

in the work of justice. Bless these gifts and the hands that give them. May they 

strengthen the weary, shelter the vulnerable, and lift the voices of those long 

silenced. As the widow refused to give up, you too, O God, persist in love until 

your justice is fulfilled. Amen. 

 

*Sending Song   O God of Love, O God of Peace                  NCH571 

 

*Benediction                       Rev. Ginny 

Beloved community of the Congregational Church of Austin. 

Go forth to be a nurturing presence in a world that aches for compassion. 

Go forth to be a safe space where truth can be spoken and every soul is honored. 

Go forth to be an affirming people—bold enough to celebrate all whom God has 

made. And as you go, may God’s love hold you, Christ’s justice guide you, and 

the Spirit’s peace sustain you— so that all people may flourish. Amen. 

 

Postlude    Giga from Sonata 3 in C Maj.               A. Corelli 

You are invited to be seated and listen to the postlude as our gift to you from the 

Divine. After the postlude, we invite you to join us for a time of fellowship!  

We are grateful for your presence with us today! 
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Welcome to the Congregational Church of Austin, UCC! 
If you are visiting for the first time, we are so glad you have joined us! We invite 

you to join us after worship for a time of fellowship so that we can learn more 

about you and share more about our church with you!  

 
Leading In Today’s Service: 

Victor Cardenas, Custodian 

Donna Cravens, Office Manager 

Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Interim Pastor and Teacher 

Amy Harris, Violin 

Liz Lee, Cello 

Andrea Low, Worship Leader 

Serge Martinez, Director of Online Ministries 

Shao-Chu Pan, Piano 

Carolyn Thompson, Usher 

 

**    When we refer to the New Century Hymnal, we use the acronym, NCH. 

When we refer to the Glory to God Hymnal, we use the acronym, GTG. CCLI# is 

11086713.  

If you prefer not to be included in the livestream, please sit in the back right 2 

pews. 

 

 
Invitation to Baptismal Bowl and Prayer Net During Offertory  

You are invited to bring your offering forward and place in the offering plate. 

You are also invited to the table near the prayer net. Our baptismal bowl is there 

for you to dip your fingers in God’s Living Water as a baptismal reminder that you 

are created in God’s image and loved wholly just as you are! You are also invited 

to take a prayer ribbon (symbolizing the prayers you bring with you today) and tie 

it to the prayer net to remind us that God holds the collective prayers of creation 

together in God’s love for all of creation.  


