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Prelude: Improvisation on “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”

Welcome

Call to Worship (Unison):
My soul is alive with thoughts of God. What a wonder, Their liberating works.

Though the world has been harsh to me, God has shown me kindness, seen my worth, and
called me to courage. Surely, those who come after me will call me blessed.

Even when my heart weighs heavy with grief, still, so does hope abide with me.
Holy is the One who makes it so. From generation to generation, Love’s Mercy is freely

handed out; None are beyond the borders of God’s transforming compassion.

(A modern interpretation of Mary's Magnificat, from enfleshed)

*Hymn of Celebration: Red Hymnal #100 “Canticle of the Turning”

Lighting the Candle of Joy
*Response:  Black Hymnal #136 "Jesus, Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child"

Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child.
Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild;
new life, new joy, the Child will bring.
Listen to the angels sing, “Glory, glory, glory,
let the heavens ring!

Listening To the Sacred Text: Luke 1:46b-55 (NRSV)
Listening for the Spirit in Silence:
Word and words, O God. Help us to hear the One among the many.

Reflecting: “Feeling Joy as Resistance” Britt Hicks, preaching

Meditation in Song: “Christmas Lullaby” Jason Robert Brown



*Prayer for Transformation and New Life (Unison)
The power of God is revealed among those who labor for justice. They humble the arrogant.

They turn unjust thrones into dust. Their Wisdom is revealed in the lives and truths of those on
the margins. God is a feast for the hungry. God is the great re-distributor of wealth and

resources. God is the ceasing of excessive and destructive production that all the earth might
rest. Through exiles and enslavement, famines and wars, hurricanes and gun violence,

God is a companion in loss, a deliverer from evil, a lover whose touch restores.
This is the promise They made to my ancestors, to me, to all the creatures and creations,

now and yet coming, and in this promise, I find my strength.
Come, Great Healer, and be with us.

*Hymn of Reflection: Black Hymnal #524 “This Little Light of Mine”

Offering invitation
Offertory Music: Largo Espressivo G. Pugnani
*Doxology (Tune: All Creatures Of Our God and King)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Praise God for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Announcements

*Sending Song: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (See handout.)

*Benediction
Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.
People: We will rejoice and be glad in it!
Leader: God is with us.
People: We are not alone!
Leader: What does God require of us?
People: To do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God!
Leader: Go in peace and serve God.
People: We will seek peace and pursue it!

Postlude: Finale from Kindertrio in F J. Klengel
* Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit.
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