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What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?

Or fester like a sore
and then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar oér
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.
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Or does it explode?

0 Langston Hughes

Webre witnessing the volcanic eruption of |
surface from deep within, from the fiery core, the soul. Frustration, anger, grief, and resentment
pent up for entire lifetimes, for generations, for centuries, are erupting yet again.
A white knee pressing down on a black nakhat an image, the very image of domination. For
entire lifetimes, for generations, for centuries, the collective weight of white knees have pressed down o
black neckd choking, dominating, killing.
Watching events unfold over the past two weeks, two things struck me deeply, provoking my own
eruption of emotion.
One was Donald Trumpbés repeated use of the w

I tos exploding now.

governors on June 1, followed by his public spec
chastised the governors for not dominating the
wat ch. It just cand6t be any better. o

Several hours later, he abused the power our nation entrusts in his hands by deploying it violently t
disperse peaceful protesters. Then he strode victoriously down the street he just emptied with chemicals a
clubs to a church where he triumphantly waved The Bible in front of a camera. The whole act was a publi
exhibition of his personal dominance over his adversaries. For Donald Trump, displays of dominance thi
good Ajust candét be any better. o

The irony of Donald Trump exploiting The Bible in the climax of his sfalgg of dominance struck
me with overwhelming force. Here was the DomindieChief, holding aloft the sacred text that contains
some of humanityds most profound critiques of C
stories of generations of people@ur spiritual ancestodswho for centuries resisted those who dominate,



struggled for liberation from them, and longed for a sacred realm free of domination. What ab iheage
dominator seeking to legitimize his dominance by clutching a text that advocates pulling him off his throne.
| didndét know whether to | augh or c¢cry, so | did
The other thing that struck me deeply was the series of photos and videos | sent out this past wee
Many include police officers, white and black, taking a knee as protestors march past their stations. On
photo shows white officers holding up a sign that says, END POLICE BRUTALITY. But the one that really
got me was the video of an interaction between a white police officer and a younger black protester. Whe
the protestor begins openly sobbing, the officer gently places his hand around the protestors neck and e
braces him with a hug in what appears to be a genuine and spontaneous act of empathy and compassion.
Seeing that, my heart instantly cracked open, and | was overwhelmed by the feeling that | was wit

nessing a sacred act. For me, that was a beaut
Biblical vision of human kinship and peace becoming incarnate right before my eyes. It restored my hop
that the dream, though | ong deferred and stil]l (

or cry, so | did both.
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Heart of Texas Association News
June

by Liz Nash

Association meeting on Saturday, Mayor Back Bay hygiene kits. To find out the supply list

16th. It was, of course, with regret thator the kits and where to send money, go to our web-
we had to change to this format instead of gatherisge at http://hotaucc.org/index.htmand click on
at Weimar UCC. However, we rejoice that we had 5iRe p o r t on the Spring Me
attendees representing 17 churches. While we hdMé s si on Hygi ene Kit Glenf o.
had more people attend an Association meeting, 8ec h 0 e n eebxetrrgab sver se f or t he
had the highest number of churches ever representbdt he andottie sang for us during worship, a gen-
and we voted with joy to welcome Friedens Unitedinl e and fun reminder abou
Gay Hill back into our Association. Each church gave this pandemic.
a short report about their life and activities, which is Finally, | want to share a word of caution with
always a vital and great part of our meeting. | apprg-o u . I recently have enc
ciate your efforts to join together at this time to corattempts via email and text many more than usual.
tinue our reach across churches for ministry s you may know, Aphi shior
Christds name. We h a v ecomaniitifraud by anpersendtingaa frgemdecanipany, era |
quickly about being the church in cyberspace durimgganization in order to obtain personal information
the pandemic. such as your credit card number or to get you to send

At our spring meeting, we had Ecclesiasticahoney or gift cards. These attempts have mainly
Councils for Kerry Kirtley and Arlene Turner, come as emails or texts that look like legitimate con-
approving both for ordination.Kerry and Arlene tacts from our pastors, often with church information
have both come to the UCC from the United Methodn them. Others ask you to click on a link. If you
ist Church. Kerry was welcomed to the UCC byreceive a message that appears to be from a minister
Bethany Congregational in San Antonio. She iskau t you arenot absolutely
pastor, along witlBillie Watts, of the vibrant new dress or phone number, and also check in a different
congregation Touchstone Community Church, way with the person who appears to have sent it. Do
Boerne. Arlene was welcomed to the UCC by Unitedhot click on a link and do not send gift cards, money,
Christian Church, where she has had many opportueie. if those are requested. Many people are working
ties to serve i n mini s tforthe gdod ofialhduring thietime buty sadl\h fome |
period. We look forward t& e r r oydination to her are not.
call at Touchstone when that can happen, and we
offer our encouragement and suppotizne as she
starts her search for a call to ministry. Blessings in Christ,
At our meeting, we also extended a call until Liz Nash, Association Minister

Labor Day to gather supplies for Back Bay Mission
hygiene kits or to send in donations to our Associa-
tion to allow us to buy supplies in bulk for these kits.
In early September, we will find a way to pick up any
kits our churches have assembled, to buy the supplies
most needed using monetary donations, and to trans-
port these out to Biloxi to Back Bay Mission for the
homeless folks they serve. If you have kits to be
picked up, contactiz Nash at lizknash@gmail.com
or Linda Coats at linda_coats@msn.com If you
wish to donate money, send it to our Association

We held our first all online Heart of TexadreasurerJoe Ward, with an indication that the gift is
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Personals
by Pat Oakes

to be firsttime grandparents Their New Mexicorecently to disappear into the mountains

son Jake and his wife Jackie are for a few days. He stayed just north of Taos at a
theparents olohn Min ( one of J a k e dsnallKoogane afarm that roffess lodging (with very
meaningiip r e ¢ i 0 u Burlissbnomha@wag born strict safety protocols) and got in a few good hikes
on May 4,2020, at 1:30 p.m., weighing seven poundsiith lots of stream crossings, though he didn't make it
zero ounces, and 20iAches long. Because of the to any peaks because of the deep snow in the higher
guarantine, John and Carol were not able to meetaltitudes. He was dismayed to see the lack of physi-
baby John for two weeks.Carol is delighted to cal distancing and maskearing in the small cities
report that hewas very calm and only woke up tocand towns he drove through along the way, and felt
feed and then went right back to sleep. He igrateful for the precautions many in Austin are still
of course, adorable! Younitphn has lots of folks to taking.
love him including his four haisiblings who spend Dave and Sara Rossalso note that it raises
every other weekendith Jake andJackie. the spirits to get outside and see some different
scenery. On a recent Wednesday, they made a day
trip to Inks Lake State Park. The morning was cool,
and they had a refreshing walk through the woods to
ADevil 6s Waterhole. o

C aroland JohnBurlinson aredelighted PastorTom Vandestadttook a quick trip to

4/18/20 Happy Grandparents John and Carol Burlinson
with 2-week-old John Min Burlinson
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5/20 A selfie of Dave and Sara Ross attheii The Devi | 6s
Waterholed the park was almost unoccupied.

B

Sara taking a solitary walk in Inks Lake State Park. Dave notes,
"This may change as the park opens for camping,
but for now it was good for us."

5/21/20 Carol could not resist sending this photo which was
taken a few days after they met young Johnd his first smile!!



Personals (cont)
by Pat Oakes

Fran and Rambie Briggs don't find stayat according to the vet)Nik had found him on the
home restrictions too onerous, surrounded as they seevice road of 290E, scrounging for food. Attempts
by lots of green and blue as they live on the shorestoflocate an owner for a puppy that was way too cute
Lake Travis. (Rambie says "Thanks, Tom, for pointe dump alongside of the road failed. The vet scanned
ing out how spiritually satisfying that is.") Takinghi m f or a mi crochi pénone.
walks, gardening, and two boat trips on the lake witllextdoor App. No response to any adik kept him
grandchildrenGiovanni and Stella have been occu- for three days until | inquired about how ‘the puppy'
pying their time. Their secondrip was enlivenedbywas doi ng. They brought |
high winds and white caps. They escaped the wind Wwjth and the rest is historfdgob and | were instantly
motoring up Bee Creek. It reminded them of crossirmgnitten. By the end of the daygob was off to
Mobile Bay, which is often rough. PetsMart to purchase a wire crate. | felt certain this

Don and Sharon Brown are doingfine at adorable puppy would behave in a way that caused us
their home in central Austin.They have had oneto decide against keeping him. The cute puppy slept
misadventure though.When they moved intdheir through the night, did his business outside, and
home many years ago, they broughth themtheir magically weaved his way into our hearts. Within a
home freezer when they moved to Austin f ew days, we Wdnstan. @ al 1 i 8 g
from California. This was its 44th year and itone dumped him on the road, he had been through
decided that was thperfect time to quitDon and more than enough hell for such a young pup.
Sharond i ddiséowver the malfunction for a day otWinston would be his name. He weighed 23 pounds
two. It was well-stocked and they lost a lot of back in January and he weighed 48 pounds at the
food. They immediately startedooking and could vet 6 s of f i Wiestorl lzasBob and me .
not find a replacementon line. Because of moving around more these days. His energy is
the pandemic, people were buying lots of freez- cont agi ouséwel | | sort of ,
ers. Fortunately Sharon finally rememberg name quickly. Bob and | had discussed rescuing a dog (we
of an independent appliance repairman who works atready rescued a cat a few years ago) but had always
their area and who made their day and came to fedked ourselves out of it. Until nowWinston
it. He was able to do 8oand the whole charge wasaccompanied us to southédew Mexicoin February
$190.00. What a relief! In more mundane ways, theyand was great company in the camper van. He makes
have enjoyed working on projects around thie loss of our bees a tad easier to cope with, too.
house. Their grandchildren, who live nexdoor, That 6s a whol e O6nother S
come to the fence, peer over it, @daronreads to hi mé f o rJe i still toadheartsick to share their
themd keeping social distance, of coudsand reads bee story, but promises to do so at another tlme
to them from their screen porchThey are looking
forward to celebrating their 54th wedding anniversa
on June 5th.

Jo Jensen who has been staying bus
continuing her guitar lessons on line during th
pandemic, notes that it is not as much fun
in-person lessons.She and husbanBob are both
busy, however, with a new member of the family. S
writes, 'Winston Churchill is credited with the quip,
"l'f youdbre going throug
notChurchill actual |l y spoke th
matter. | love the quote and use it often these da
Two days prior to my birthday in January, our Rext

_door neighborNik, walked i_nto our front yard carry- 520 Jo Jenson and Bob Garret are the happy new owners of
ing a cute puppy (approximately three months old, one lucky dogd Winston!

Nh e t
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Personals (cont)
by Pat Oakes

Don Miles shares news from his daughteriding yet, so | spend time with my horse by exercis-
Juliette. Her husbandMarlin Ritzman, a retired ing him in the round pen, grooming him, and giving
Assistant Director for the FBI, has just accepted a jblim carrots. The other photo shows my mask. There
at the Pentagon. (No details yet on his job title are very few people on the barn property these days
when he starts.) He antliliette started in the army and no lessons are being done. No one comes within

together as second lieutenants back in 19&&ach 15 f eet and I 6m outside |
had served as student commandant for a semestewamderful to be able to get out to the barn and spend
the ROTC at the University dflebraska Their first time with Mani! ltés very restor

assignment was irlawaii where he led an Infantry everybody will be able to do restorative things

unit while she carried his troops into mountain areaso o0 Joy atso was busy in her capacity amamber

as officer of a helicopter unifluliette is still flying of the Strategy Team of Central Texas Interfaith.

helicopters 34 years later in Kuwait. The couple'stwibh ey 6 r e now u s idrCgntrat Teeas n e

sons,Austin andGarrett, are on active duty as armyinterfaithd instead of the old Austin Interfaith

officers. Don's sonRichard tells him that his grand- because of the expansion into 10 central Texas coun-

son, Christian Miles, hasalsojust accepted a job atties. They held a press conference asking that the

the PentagonChristian has been serving as a radic&ity of Austin help out low income renters. She

technician aboard a submarine based in Guaam represented us very well at the meeting.

will update us further as more details become known. o BN ; Er
Gail Christeson, Associate Director of the ;

Institute for Geophysics and a Senior Research

Scientistn theDepartmenbf GeologicalSciences has

been awarded the Knebel Teaching Award for gradu-

ate teaching for her cl ass

Researcho which considers fu

python (a programming language) with a focus on

geoscience applications. Her department reports that

her class has quickly become one of the most popular

offerings in their upper level undergradugr@duate

student progranGail feels very moved by the award

asupperlevel undergraduateand graduate course

awards are voted on by the studer@®ngratulations,

Gail!

eoscien
scient

] Dennis a nd No d_' e Murphy a_r € 5120 Delighted Armani (aka Mani) with Joy Penticuff at the barn
worried about their daughtein-law Faye, married

to their sonNed, who isacriticalcarenursan theMin-
neapolis area. Thenajor hospital in Minneapolis
is suddenly at fullcapacity with increasing COVID
19 cases and sending patients to the smaller hospi-
tals in the aremand Faye works in one of
those.Ned has finished his classes for the summer
and is now a fultimeathomedadtakingcareof the
two children.His plans for working on a summer
grantstudying rare pediatric cancers hdeen put on
hold because of the pandemi€eep Faye in your
prayers.

. sy o
e o

_Joy Penticuff .reports on her beautiful horse 5/20 Beautifully groomed Mani taking a break from
Armani, N HRlanigethse se days. | 6 m n o texebisgm ke rodindpen

6 Another photo on next page



Personals (cont)
by Pat Oakes

' o

5/13/20 Joy Penticuff making a presentation at a Central Texas
Interfaith Zoom press conference advocating for City of Austin
help in assisting out-of-work renters make their payments

Victoria Li andBi | | C a yqurest |
child Lillan Hsu graduated from Texas Tech
Medical School on Friday 5/22/20Family and
friends organized a front yard party complete with a £ AN ' AR T AN
balloon sculpture to celebrate her achieve- 5/22/2(_) _BiII Campbell and Victoria Li with daughter

oy . . . Dr. Lillian Hsu and wonderful balloon sculpture!

ment!!!  JuneLillian will begin her residency at the
Medical University ofSouth Carolina in Charleston. Ches Toweryis pleased to announce that his
Her residency is in General Surgery. andMa g g idaughserKrystal is engaged taCole

R McMahan (someof usmethim atthe Christmascarol/
candlelight service in December)he date is April
24, 2021, at Reunion Ranch out in the country 14
miles from GeorgetownKrystal andtheir daughter
in-law Kendra, both teachers, had a hard time with
adjusting to remote emergency-lme teaching. The
main problem was getting all the students to
respond. ChesandMaggie were celebrating on Sun-
day, the 24th,a good day for the family, as salkC
& wife Kendra brought their young childrenBen
and Elizabeth over to swim. It was the first time
they had been with them since March 13hystal
& Colejoined them which made it even better.

Dennis Schneiderreports from Tokyo that he
is fine so far, just getting a little tired of his own
cooking. He goes out for groceries maybe once in two
weeks, and sometimes he has to go to the bank or
post office to pay bills, etc. Fortunately he enjoys
reading, and his Kindle is getting a workout. Unfortu-
nately he says he spends too much time on Facebook,
etc., which probably makes his mood worse instead
of better. Gasoline prices are down, but since he does-
n't go out much, he doesn't have room in the tank for

) L

as

5/22/20 Dr. Lillian Hsu with her best friend . .
at her graduation parade more gasoline. He does see his daughigeako and

7 cont. on next page



Personals (cont)
by Pat Oakes

grandsorkKade and also his sister on Messenger (likeo vaccine or cure in placBennisguesses the smart
Skype) now and then, and they seem busy and mthiang is to self isolate much longeRennis says,

or less happyTakako is teaching her kindergarten® We |l | , we | i ve in interes
class from home plus home schoolikgde whois in Your intrepidd and hast§ reporter was send-
third grade, so she is fairly busyis church, Tokyo ing an email to good friendAnn Kimber in Bristol,
Union Church, has been streaming Sunday servid&sgland, and inadvertently sent themail to Anna

for quite a while now with just the pastor, organidimberley, our former Sunday school teacher, who
and maybe half a dozen choir members and a fevas pleased to hear from me after | immediately
people to take care of the technical stuff on site. Otlwrote and apologized for my errofWhat a small

erwise the doors are locked and especially senior cwierld. | canot believe you Kk
zens (which now includeBennis) are told to stay Ann Kimber. I am doing well!!

home. They've also had several different sorts afind | 6 m an occupational t
Zoom meetings; including one congregational medtere and loving it. | misexasb u t |l 6m gl a

ing where they voted by show of hands on Zoom. dbmething new!l love keeping up with some of the
looks as if Japan is mostly going to taper off the shuthurch members on Facebook. | hope you are all

down by the end of May, which is both welcome andbing well! | live right around the corner from a

frightening news as they realize that the virusisnBtongr egat i onal church and
going to be gone by then and when they ventureout hur ches open back up. | O
a lot of them are going to catch it, being that there'sl 6 m i n Austin! Sending | o

- b : 4 - : - .
David Ross 1)’2 - Pat Oakes J Joy Penticuff The Dlerksens
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Carolyn Thompson | Bill Beardall e NOrma Murphy

Y

Barbara Carol Burlinson

Rene Slataper Barbara Koenig S lynnelemley Jo Jensen

5/24/20 Zoom coffee hour after on-line church--Dave and Sara Ross, Pat Oakes, Joy Penticuff, Faye and Andy Dierksen,
CJ Wood, the Bodmans, Kay Pruett, Jaime Hadley (away momentarily), Carolyn Thompson, Bill Beardall, Nodie Murphy,
Bill Campbell and Victoria Li, Reuel Nash (he and Liz were in their new camper--Liz was driving), Barbara Burnham, Carol Burlinson,
Ann Locasio, René Slataper, Ruth Koeing, Lynne Lemley, and Jo Jensen. Tom came later and Jaana Rehbein was on briefly from
Germany and Ellie Nash was on for a few minutes from Montreal until it was time for VIvi's nap



Personals (cont)
by Pat Oakes

Brent Malkus helped with the IDs on a hoping that they will be able to reschedule it in the
picture taken at church years ago and wrote baclt too distant futureSo many folks are having to do
"My, but the sands of the hour glass dothe same thingd cancel plans for so many
fald al t hough mor e s | owl yspedralbeasionsy Weuall understdnd that thid, too,

down. | 6m doing okay, ashabl masstand the wodddwill goion. h cabi n f
and my muscles are atrophying. | live alone in a Working from home is nothing new for
travel trailer, as | 6m Wadrigda Harris sas she ihasi beem doing sonsinced

present in most buildings. Still on intense protocol fatan.1. She is working all day six days a week which
the Lyme and mold toxicosis. Give my best to this challenging at times. It became even more so when
gang back Becausdaf fi$ iilnessas, hehe quarantine happened. Sdkden and William
has had to stop his music career aneamber of the were home from school and husbalahn was also
Texas Sapphires which has been a difficult adjustorking from homé and the outside helper who
ment. came in daily to helfWa r i n eh@nd@arbara was
no longer able to comeAlden and William were
finishing up a successful school year and are strug-
gling with boredom as th
their friends. They do go on long walks in their
neighborhood and everyonBarbara included, en-
joys sitting out in the backyard on pleasant evenings.
The extended family in Louisiana (whom many of us
have met) so far is doing wellWarinda is set to go
back to working from her office in July antbhn
hopes to be back in his graduate studies program
soon, too. A lot depends on whethBrar bar ao
helper will be able to come back soon, too.

Jonathan GeerandRoberto Hernandez
know this is a terrible time for so many, but they are
treasuring every moment with their darling daughter
as the 3 of them quarantine!!

3/27/06 Brent Malkus, formerly of the Texas Sapphires,
on a visit to church14 years ago

Mel andPat Oakesare doing finehunkering
down at home.Mel does the shopping, they walk in
the neighborhood several mornings a week, ai
Mel is back to playing tennis several times a wee
(when it is not raining). Pat is having a wonderful
time catching up on organizing, labeling, editing
and sharing photos from hezxtensivecollection of
photos on her computer.They are feeling some-
what downcast, though, as they decided in a fami
Zoom meeting with Beth, Sarah, ‘
and Mardie on Memorial Day, that their 5/20/20 Precious 4-month-old Xitlali Hernlendez-Geer is growing
much anticipated reunion with their daughters Py leaps and boundst
and families in JacksorHole, Wyoming, in August

just was not the safe thing to do right now. They are
more photos on next page
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Personals (cont)
by Pat Oakes

5/20/20 Precious 4-month-old Xitlali Hernandez-Geer is growing
by leaps and bounds!!

growing by leaps and bounds!!
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History Corner by Pat & Mel Oakes

Men's Bookclub Members, November 2017, Home of Mel and Pat Oakes--Left to Right: Seated: Rambie Briggs,
Roger Bengtson, Mel Oakes, Second Row: Michael Rotman, Dennis Murphy, Gordon Huth, Al Lindsey, Bill Briggs,
Loren Stell, Back Row: Saj Magsood, Jim Keeler, Michael Hall, Don Brown, Sam Sutherland, Carl Hehmsoth

\/

Missing Regulars: Dave Ross and Jim Vick
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