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GATHERING WITH SONG O Come, All Ye Faithful vs. 1-2 Red Hymnal 133 

TELLING THE STORY                                                           Matthew 1: 18-25 

   Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  When his mother 

   Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found  

   to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous  

   man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her  

   quietly.  But just when he resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to  

   him in a dream and said, 

      “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the  

      child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son and you are  

      to name him Jesus, for he will save the people from their sins.” 

   All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the  

   prophet: 

      “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him  

      Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 

   When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

   him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had  

   born a son; and he named him Jesus.  

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE  
   The one who’s birth we celebrate this day, 

      we call his name, Emmanuel, 

      which means, “God is with us.” 

   Sisters, brothers, siblings, friends, 

      God is with us,  

      right here, right now. 

      God is with us,   

      behind us, before us,  

      below us, above us, 

      within us, between us,  

      on our behalf, for the sake of all creation. 

   We light the Christ candle this day, 

      with the prayer that we ourselves  

      may embody Christ’s spirit of hope and peace, joy and love. 

CONTINUING THE SONG O Come, All Ye Faithful, vs. 3-4  Red Hymnal 133 



SHARING HOLY COMMUNION  
   To know the pain of our brokenness 

   in your own heart, with your own body. 

      Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, into our broken world you have come. 

   To liberate the oppressed from their oppressors,  

   and oppressors from the need to oppress; 

   to heal bodies, hearts and minds that are sick with disease, 

   and societies that are sick with prejudice; 

   to reconcile people divided by ignorance, fear and hatred, 

   and nations suffering from the scourge of war. 

      Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, into our broken world you have come. 

   To teach us your way of peacemaking, 

   and to unite us in Holy Communion with God, this earth, and all upon it; 

   to light in our hearts the flame of hope and peace, joy and love,  

   and to keep the flame burning in arduous times.  

      Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, into our broken world you have come. 

   To break bread with poor and homeless people, sinners and outcasts, 

   and to be broken and shared like the bread at our table;  

   to offer all you have, all you are, for the sake of forgiveness,   

   and to be poured out and shared like the juice in our cup.   

      Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, into our broken world you have come. 

GIVING THANKS FOR JESUS CHRIST 
   We give you thanks, Jesus Christ,  

      Emmanuel, God with us, 

      whose birth we celebrate today. 

   We give you thanks for entering into our broken world,  

      becoming broken with us,  

      becoming broken for us, 

      and uniting us in holy communion. 

   Jesus Christ, Emmanuel,  

      it is your light, your voice, your example 

      that we joyfully follow, even in difficult times, 

      as we seek to embody your compassion and wisdom 

      in this world.  Amen!   

SINGING HARK!   Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing            Red Hymnal 119 


