
PRAYING FOR GOD’S MERCY Ann Weems 
   O God, we pray this day: 

   for all who have a song they cannot sing, 

   for all who have a burden they cannot bear, 

   for all who live in chains they cannot break, 

   for all who wander homeless and cannot return, 

   for those who are sick and for those who tend them, 

   for those who wait for loved ones and wait in vain, 

   for those who live in hunger 

      and for those who will not share their bread, 

   for those who are misunderstood 

      and for those who misunderstand, 

   for those who are captives 

      and for those who are captors, 

   for those whose words of love are locked within their hearts 

      and for those who yearn to hear those words. 

   Have mercy upon these, O God. 
   Have mercy on us all. 

BUILDING AND SUPPORTING COMMUNITY Faye Dierksen 

PRAYING FOR OURSELVES, 
 ONE ANOTHER, AND THE WORLD 

REFLECTING SILENTLY UPON OUR LIVES 
   In silence and stillness, reflect on who has arrived for worship this morning. 
   What thoughts and feelings, joys and concerns, have you brought with you? 

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
   If the Spirit is moving you to share a thought or feeling, joy or concern, 
   please do so now, so we may lift it together in prayer. 

LIFTING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS IN PRAYER 

PRAYING TOGETHER AS JESUS PRAYED   debts and debtors 

RECEIVING A WORSHIP GIFT Victoria Li 

 

READING AND REFLECTING 

READING FROM THE BIBLE                                             Ephesians 3: 14-21 

REFLECTING  
   We are to orient our lives toward love and to resist systems that stifle love.   
   But this path is not easy.  Love challenges us not to sink into the status quo,  
   but the challenge is great; it can tear apart our hearts as we long for more  
   wholeness but fear the cost of oneness. We struggle to evolve through the  
   pains of resistance because we are imprisoned by our fears.  As long as we  
   remain in this old temple with its old laws and old rituals, we are old wine  
   that has lost its flavor.                                                                        Ilia Delio 

   Spirituality is recognizing and celebrating that we are all inextricably  
   connected to each other by a power greater than all of us, and that our  
   connection to that power and to one another is grounded in love and  
   compassion.                                                                                Brene Brown 

OFFERING OURSELVES THROUGH OUR GENEROSITY 

OFFERING OUR LIVES AND GIFTS IN SERVICE TO GOD  
   Trio   “Lebhaft” from Piano Trio, Op. 63 Schumann 

*PRAISING GOD                                                       Tune: Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures here below. 

   Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God for all that love has done.  Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. 

   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Amen. 

*DEDICATING OUR LIVES AND POSSESSIONS TO GOD 

DEPARTING TO PRACTICE CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP  

*SINGING A HYMN   Faith Begins By Letting Go Red Hymnal 684 

*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

*SENDING SONG   God Be with You Till We Meet Again Red Hymnal 541 

*PARTING WITH A SONG   Dear Lord Creator, Good and Kind 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tom VandeStadt has a new church e-mail address: 
pastorccaucc@gmail.com 

On Sunday, September 15, after worship, we will gather 
for a Congregational Meeting to discuss and make a 
decision on the proposal to work with Posada Esperanza 
to house and support in our church building, for a period 
of several weeks to two months, a family legally seeking 
asylum.  The team working on the planning and logistics 
will give a report, and then we will have our discussion and 
make our decision.  We will also hear an update on our 
finances from our Board of Trustees. 

Task Force 4 (future possibilities in our neighborhood) has 
invited Task Force 3 (current building) to participate in a 
joint meeting after worship on September 22 to discuss 
how our current facilities help or hinder our ministry, and to 
imagine new possibilities given the development of our 
neighborhood.  

Our All-Church Picnic will be on Saturday, September 
28, starting at noon.  We will gather at Eastwoods Park, 
3001 Harris Park Ave., which is conveniently located next 
to the Bodman‘s house, which will be available for 
bathrooms, etc.   Please email Whit Bodman 
(wbodman@mac.com) or Faye Dierksen 
(Dierksen.faye@gmail.com) and they will sort out who 
brings what. 

On Sunday, September 29, Amy Kent and the Sunday 
School class will be hosting an Open House at 10:00 am 
in the children’s Sunday School room.  

On Sunday, September 29, after worship, those of us 
reading the book Evicted, Poverty and Profit in the 
American City, by Matthew Desmond, will gather to 
discuss the book.  Evicted won the Pulitzer Prize in 2017, 
and Mathew Desmond was the keynote speaker at the 
UCC General Synod this summer.   

 

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 
Deacons, Wed, Sept 11, 7:15 pm, Joy Penticuff’s  
Coord Council, Wed, Sept 25, 7:15 pm, Whit Bodman’s  

 

PARTICIPATING TODAY 
Ushers                                   Gail Christeson and John Goff 
Nursery Assistant                                            Jaime Hadley 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
The Adult Christian Education Group meets Sundays at 
10:00 am on the 2nd floor. 

The Youth Group meets every Sunday (except the first 
Sunday of the month) after church with the youth from 
University Christian and University Baptist, to go out for 
lunch and enjoy a program. Middle and High Schoolers 
welcome. If you would like to be on the email list for more 
details, please see Reuel Nash. 

Middle School and High School Students remain in the 
service the first Sunday of each month; other Sundays their 
Sunday School begins after the Choral Anthem. 

Elementary Sunday School is held during the 11:00 am 
service, immediately following “Time with Children.”  The 
children will be escorted from the Sanctuary to the 2nd floor 
Christian Education room, and can be picked up from there 
after the service. 

Infant and Toddler Care is available throughout the 
service in the Nursery.  Child care begins at 9:15 am for 
the parents of children attending choir practice or the Adult 
Christian Education Group. 
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               Season of Pentecost  

                   May Christ Dwell 
                     In Your Hearts 

GATHERING TOGETHER 

 WELCOMING ONE ANOTHER  

ACCEPTING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
   Trio   Le Cygne  Saint-Saens 

*GATHERING AS THE BODY OF CHRIST                                
   God who speaks through creation, 

   through the words and deeds of Jesus Christ,  

   and through the Holy Spirit,  

   we love you, we trust you,  

   we sing to you, and we pray to you. 

   We ask for spirits of wisdom, 

   for hearts able to feel you,  

   for calls that fill us with hope,   

   for lives that reflect Christ’s life, 

   and for joy in our love for one another.  

   We open our hearts and minds, our spirit and souls, 

   to you, to one another, and to your creation. 

   We give thanks to you, and to one another, 

   for the love that holds us together as the church.   

*SINGING A HYMN   Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples  
                                                                                                 Red Hymnal 757 
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