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  STRANGERS   WELCOME !!! 
  

When visitors come to a worship service in my own religious tradition, a great deal depends on 

how warmly they are welcomed and whether they feel included or excluded by what they hear 

during the short time they are with us. We may have exactly one shot at communicating who we 

are to people who know nothing about us - or who think they already know a lot about us - but 

who, in either case, will remember us at the embodiment of our entire tradition, the prime 

exemplars of our faith. – Barbara Brown Taylor (Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of 

Others) 

ACCEPTING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST     Adagio cantabile from Trio in Eb Major         Beethoven  

SINGING TOGETHER                                     Will You Come and Follow Me?           Red Hymnal 726 

PRAYING TO WELCOME AND KNOW 

Here we are once again on Sunday morning 

       gathered in Christ’s name as the Body of Christ 

       knowing and welcoming one another by name, 

       but do we really know each other? 

Stir within us a desire to know more 

      a willingness to learn more 

      the energy to ask more, actively listen more     

      and truly hear one another…more. 

When any one of us hungers for conversation, 

      thirsts for a spirit of openness  



      feels naked and vulnerable 

     help us to notice and respond. 

We pray this day and every day 

     for eyes to see, ears to hear, and grace to recognize  

    the oft’ unspoken physical, emotional 0r spiritual   

    hunger and thirst of you in our neighbors. 
 

PRAYING FOR OURSELVES, ONE ANOTHER, AND THE WORLD 
 

REFLECTING & SHARING: In silence and in stillness, reflect on who you have brought in your 

heart, thoughts, mind, and spirit to worship this morning. What concerns and/or celebrations do 

you find there? If the Spirit is nudging you to share, this is our communion and community of 

sharing time. 

PRAYING AS JESUS TAUGHT US (debts & debtors) 

RECEIVING A WORSHIP GIFT                                                                        Barbara Burnham 

READING FROM THE BIBLE                        Deut 10:19; Matt 25: 35-40                   

REFLECTION                   René Slataper 

As a way of life, an act of love, an expression of faith, our hospitality reflects and anticipates 

God's welcome. Simultaneously costly and wonderfully rewarding, hospitality often involves 

small deaths and little resurrections. By God's grace we can grow more willing, more eager, to 

open the door to a needy neighbor, a weary sister or brother, a stranger in distress. Perhaps as 

we open that door more regularly, we will grow increasingly sensitive to the quiet knock of 

angels. In the midst of a life-giving practice, we too might catch glimpses of Jesus who asks for 

our welcome and welcomes us home. ― Christine Pohl 

OFFERING                                    Menuetto from Piano Trio, op. 1, no. 3                                      

Beethoven 



PRAISING GOD   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. Praise God 

for all that love has done. Creator, Christ, and Spirit One. Amen 

SINGING TOGETHER         Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant                               Red Hymnal 538 

SENDING SONG                God Be With You Till We Meet Again                              Red Hymnal 

541 

PARTING MUSIC                      Come! Live in the Light   

    Happy Autumn Equinox Eve!    


